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Abstract

The American Society for Virology, the very first such Society to be formed anywhere, was founded at a meeting of some 40 virologists at

Chicago O’Hare International airport on June 9, 1981. They met after a decade and a half of intense discussion that originated at the 9th International

Congress of Microbiology in Moscow in 1966 when a small group of virologists requested the International Association of Microbiological

Societies to form a Virology Section within IAMS, and this request was rejected. Virologists therefore held their own First International Congress of

Virology in Helsinki in 1968 which was very successful and generated intense informal discussion among leading virologists in this country as to

the desirability of founding an American society for virologists. Proposals were circulated and discussed which resulted in the informal Chicago

meeting that created the mechanism for founding the ASV and organizing its 1st Annual Meeting at Cornell in Ithaca in August 1982.

D 2005 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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Background

On June 9, 2004, the American Society for Virology

celebrated its 23rd birthday. It was a strong healthy infant right

from the start; no fewer than 650 scientists were offered the

opportunity to become Charter Members. As more and more

young Virologists join every year and old ones retire, the story of

how our Society started becomes increasingly relevant to those

who are interested in the state of our discipline at the time, 35

years ago, when the prospect of founding a Society of their own

excited and united Virologists.

In retrospect, the most amazing aspect of the discussions in

1980 and 1981 that led to the founding of our Society was that

they did not start much earlier. Viruses were, after all,

discovered in the 1890s and very rapidly recognized as

something completely new. Very soon, within two or three

decades, a worldwide body of scientists had emerged who

specialized in the development of techniques for detecting,

recognizing, isolating and characterizing, in biological as well

as pathologic terms, viruses replicating in hosts ranging from

humans to bacteria. Then, starting in the 1930s, some 70 years

ago, when biochemistry had reached the stage of being capable

of dealing with them effectively, viral nucleic acids began to be

characterized in molecular, functional and genetic terms. It did

not take long before the unique advantages as model systems of

these nucleic acids, nucleic acids that are the genomes of

replicating biological units and some of which comprise as few

as half a dozen genes, began to be appreciated. Soon, by virtue

of the unparalleled simplicity of their genomes, viruses were

the tools par excellence for the generation and development of
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molecular cell biology and molecular genetics. All the basic

principles governing these two ways of thinking about cells

and populations of identical or different cells, as well as genetic

engineering, were deduced or derived from the insights gained

concerning how viruses replicate and modify their host cells.

Nor has the sequencing of cellular genomes diminished the use

of viral systems as mode1 systems: for by virtue of their ability

to manifest the consequences of proteins and nucleic acids

modifying and controlling both their own and each others’

functions, viral systems will continue, for the foreseeable

future, to provide insights into the nature of the results and

outcomes of these multifunctional interactions. Not surprising-

ly, Virologists responsible for conceptualizing and identifying

fundamental advances in molecular cell biology and genetics

have been well recognized: no fewer than 17 have been

honored with the Nobel Prize.

Despite the fact that Virology was clearly a unique

discipline that required specialized skills – in particular, the

ability to grow, isolate and handle viruses in quantity, that is, in

biochemically significant amounts, and to quantify (titrate)

them – Virologists were, for a long time, satisfied with their

discipline being regarded as one of the components of

Microbiology, along with bacteriology, mycology and parasi-

tology. This was the situation not only intellectually and

academically – Virology being, in textbooks, one of the four

sub-disciplines of Microbiology and therefore, as is still the

case, included in Microbiology courses to medical and biology

students – but also administratively: Virology was, and is, one

of the Divisions of the American Society for Microbiology

(ASM); and when Virologists met, as they have met annually

for many years, it was as one of the Sections of the Annual

ASM Meeting. And it was also within the ASM that virologists

were accorded professional recognition. For example, Ed

Lenette was President of the ASM in 1979, Ken Berns was

President in 1995 and the opponent whom he defeated in the

final run-off election was Bill Joklik, another Virologist.

The issue that in the late nineteen seventies and early

eighties sparked discussions as to whether Virologists should

form a Society of their own was dissatisfaction with the Annual

Meeting of the ASM as their annual get-together. Although

Virologists were the second largest disciplinary component of

the ASM, being more numerous than either mycologists or

parasitologists, they were outnumbered by bacteriologists by a

factor of 5 to 10. Sessions devoted to Virology were therefore

few and far between and Annual ASM Meetings did not

provide convenient opportunities for Virologists to meet as

Virologists. Virologists could have held individual meetings of

their own even while continuing to be, administratively, a

Division within the ASM; but it was argued that if we

organized our own independent individual Meetings, we might

as well also be independent administratively.

Interestingly, these issues had already been considered and

discussed 15 years before with respect to the International

Congresses of Microbiology which were held by the Interna-

tional Association of Microbiological Societies (IAMS).

Virology was not, prior to the 10th International Congress of

Microbiology in Mexico City in 1970, one of the microbio-

logical Societies; it was not even a Section within Microbiol-

ogy. It was during the 9th International Congress of

Microbiology in Moscow in 1966, at which there were 5541

registrants not more than 5 to 10% of whom were Virologists,

that a small international, ‘‘revolutionary’’ group of Virologists

that included Peter Wildy (Birmingham, England), Victor

Zhdanov (Moscow), Joseph Melnick (Houston) and later also

Nils Oker-Blum (Helsinki) met in the home of Valentine

Soloviev and decided to request the Executive Committee of

the IAMS to form a Virology Section within the IAMS. The

response was: Virologists were microbiologists and could not

be represented by a separate body.

It says a great deal for these pioneers and for the state of

Virology at that time, that their response was positive and pro-

active. An International Committee was recruited from 39 coun-

tries and the 1st International Congress of Virology was held in

Helsinki 2 years later, in 1968, 37 years ago. It was highly

successful. All leading Virologists were there, Joe Melnick was

Secretary-General, and he, Peter Wildy, Nils Oker-Blum and

Victor Zhdanov were the Convenors. These four, who were

honored as the ‘‘Four Founding Fathers’’ of the International

Congress of Virology at the 8th International Congress of Vir-

ology in Berlin in 1990, were also the Convenors of the 2nd

International Congress of Virology in Budapest in 1971 which

had almost 1000 registrants. Joe Melnick was then President and

PeterWildywas Vice President of the 3rd International Congress

of Virology in Madrid in 1975, and Peter Wildy was President

and Jan van der Want was Vice President of the 4th International

Congress of Virology in The Hague in 1968 which had about

2000 registrants.

It is clear then that the 1st International Congress of

Virology was held without Virology being a Section in the

IAMS. In order to rectify this situation, the entire membership

of the Congress passed unanimously the following resolution:

‘‘The 536 members of the First International Congress of

Virology, whose names are listed below, met in Helsinki

during 14–20 July 1968 and held a series of daily scientific

conferences. The fact that so many of the world’s leading

Virologists assembled in Helsinki demonstrates the need

and support for International Congresses of Virology. The

benefits resulting from exchanges of information on current

work in many different countries have led us to pass the

following resolutions:

1. Be it resolved that the members of the First International

Congress of Virology petition the International Association

of Microbiological Societies to proceed at once to form a

Section on Virology, to include all branches of the science,

and to arrange for future and regular International

Congresses for Virology, with the Second International

Congress to be held in 1971.

2. Until such time as the International Association of

Microbiological Societies establishes a Section on Virol-

ogy with the responsibility of holding periodic Interna-

tional Congresses of Virology, the Secretary-General of the

International Congress of Virology is requested to continue
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in office to proceed with arranging for the Second

International Congress of Virology in 1971. The respon-

sibility for future International Congresses of Virology is to

be turned over to the IAMS Section on Virology as soon as

such a Section is created and able to take over this

responsibility’’.

Impressed, on the one hand, by the evidence that Virologists

had indeed mounted their own, highly successful, International

Congress, and faced with the possibility of Virologists

withdrawing from the IAMS altogether, the 10th International

Congress of Microbiology in Mexico City in 1970 agreed to

the formation of a Section on Virology, as well as of Sections

on Bacteriology and, later, Mycology, in what has become the

International Union of Microbiological Societies.

This, then, is the background to the incipient discussions in

early 1980 as to whether to found a free-standing American

Society for Virology, the first such Society anywhere in the

world. In the U.S., Virology was a Division in the ASM and

Virologists met annually within the framework of the annual

ASM Meeting; and on the international stage, Virology was a

Section in the IAMS and Virology held its own International

Congresses. Requests to the ASM by its Virology Division for

assistance with respect to travel funds to the 5th International

Congress of Virology in Strasbourg in 1981 were denied.

The period surrounding the birth of the American Society for

Virology can be divided into two phases. The first was a pre-

liminary Phase of Public Discussion: a period when the idea of

founding our own Society was discussed increasingly widely

among Virologists and that ended with a meeting on June 9,

1981 in Chicago at which a resolution was offered to found a

Society for Virology for which the resulting vote was over-

whelmingly affirmative. June 9 is therefore the birthday of the

American Society for Virology. The second phase was a Phase of

Committee Work in which an Organizing Committee was con-

stituted which progressively spawned Sub-Committees that cre-

ated both the administrative structure of the new Society and

organized its first Annual Meeting in August 1982 in Ithaca,

New York.

The phase of public discussion

There were numerous informal discussions in the late

nineteen seventies, among groups of various sizes at various

times, in various locations, in person and over the phone, as to

the desirability of founding a Society for Virologists. Strangely

enough, on the one hand, or predictably, on the other, the

individuals involved in these discussions were not those who

took the bull by the horns implementing the International

Congresses of Virology and gaining Section status for Virology

within the IAMS 15 years earlier; the scientists involved now

were the next generation, so to speak, little connected with or

aware of the efforts of the earlier group.

It was on December 18, 1980 that Bill Joklik sent the

following note to and consulted at length with Peter Vogt,

Purnell Choppin, Bob Wagner, David Baltimore, Tom

Merigan, Juli Youngner, Norton Zinder, Harry Ginsberg, Al

Kaplan, Lee McLaren, Fred Murphy, Fred Rapp and Walter

Schlesinger:

‘‘Dear N,

Here is the background material to what we discussed on the

phone yesterday. Think it over, sleep on it, and then call me

back with your thoughts, comments and suggestions.

What do you think of the idea of starting an American

Society for Virology? The reasons for taking such a step are

numerous and well-known; many of us have considered

such a step at one time or another during recent years. Let

me enumerate them as I see them.

First, Virology has outgrown the confines of ‘‘Microbiology’’.

It has for four decades been the growing point of molecular

biology and is now the core of the vast area of cell biology.

Second, the fact that Virology some time ago became an im-

portant discipline in its own right is attested by the numerous

high quality journals that are exclusively devoted to it.

Third, Virologists really have no comfortable home among

the major extant scientific Societies. I remember that in the

fifties and early sixties, advances in Virology were usually

communicated at the Immunology sessions of Federation

Meetings and many Virologists were members of the AAI

(some of the ASBC) for the purpose of obtaining ‘‘options’’

for presenting papers at the annual Federation meetings. In

the late sixties, Virologists gravitated to the American

Society for Microbiology, where a decade ago, the Virology

Division was the second strongest of the five Divisions that

existed at the time, and the most vital. Recently, there has

been a change. Not only is the ASM by now uncomfortably

large, but its center of gravity has shifted away from basic

science. Virologists attend few of the sessions of the other

Divisions at the Annual Meetings and are beginning to leave

the ASM; I understand that the number of Virology

Abstracts submitted this year is down substantially. Further,

it is clear that Virology has lost its clout within the ASM.

For example, recent appeals for financial assistance for

travel in relation to the Fifth International Congress of

Virology have gone unanswered. It seems that as far as the

Virologists’ association with the ASM is concerned, few of

us derive any particular benefits from a very large Society

that is nowadays little more than a federation of independent

disciplines, that is severely limited with respect to its

Annual Meeting locale because of its size, and which does

not speak for us since its attention is riveted elsewhere.

If you agree that the time has come to explore the possibility

of setting up an American Society for Virology, please let

me know. Let me have your thoughts on the subject; and let

me know in what capacity you would like to function in the

work of setting up the new Society. The problems associated

with founding a new Society are considerable; there are

questions such as the Constitution and By-laws, the

organization and location of a Secretariat, the nature of

the relation of such a new Society to the Journal of Virology,

and many others. If you feel that we should move ahead in

this direction, please indicate whether you could attend an

exploratory meeting at which a few of us could get together
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in order to explore the problems that we might face and how

they might be overcome. I am sending this letter to a

number of Virologists; and if I find that the consensus is

favorable, I would be prepared to call a meeting at some

central location such as O’Hare International Airport where

we could spend a day to consider the matter further. I would

be glad if you would indicate not only whether and when

you would be prepared to attend such a meeting (I would

imagine that some time next spring would be appropriate),

but also whether you would be prepared to speak on some

aspect of getting a fledgling ASV off the ground’’.

The reaction to this letter was overwhelmingly positive. The

same letter was therefore sent on March 26, 1981 to 180

virologists over the names of David Baltimore, Purnell Choppin,

Bill Joklik, Tom Merigan, Peter Vogt, Bob Wagner, Julius

Youngner and Norton Zinder, requesting replies to be sent to Bill

Joklik. Replies were received from 140, and 138 were positive.

This letter was followed by another one on April 27, signed

by the eight above plus Harry Ginsberg and Bernard Roizman,

in which it was announced that an exploratory meeting would

be arranged by Bernard Roizman for June 9 at O’Hare

International Inn. We also invited four ASM Officers, namely

Immediate Past President Al Balows, President Fred Neidhardt,

President-Elect John Sherris and Council Policy Committee

member Harry Gooder (who, however, was unable to come as

he was out of the country), to join us for the meeting.

In preparation for the meeting, Bill Joklik sent out a letter on

May 22 to define and outline the issues to be discussed, which

said in part:

‘‘As our Chicago June 9 meeting to consider the issues

involved in founding an American Society for Virology

approaches, let me outline briefly some of the issues that are

involved. I have talked to many Virologists and received

many letters concerning this matter. More than 90% of the

letters that we have received are strongly in favor of founding

the proposed new Society; only 2 out of 180 have opposed it.

I have received numerous letters from workers in the

bacteriophage field and from virologists engaged in clinical

studies and who have strongly urged that the new Society be

inclusive; and indeed, I strongly favor a new Virology

Society serving as a home for all Virologists, clinical,

biological and molecular, working with viruses replicating

in all types of host cells including vertebrates, insects, plants,

yeasts and fungi, and bacteria. It may well be that a major

effort will be required to generate such a broad appeal but

without it, it seems to me that a new Society would be so

narrowly focused that it would very likely not get off the

ground.

I am sure that there will be much spirited discussion in

Chicago on these, as well as on related and unrelated topics.

I hope that there will be sufficient time for all those who

wish to contribute to the discussion to be heard, and for the

three representatives of the ASM, Al Balows, Fred

Neidhardt and John Sherris, to participate in our delibera-

tions. I suggest the following as a tentative agenda; it is

intended only to provide a framework and may be changed

as we receive further suggestions and comments in the

letters that keep arriving.

I look forward to seeing all of you on June 9 at O’Hare

International Inn’’.

The Meeting was a great success. Forty virologists from all

over the U.S. attended; and we received highly positive and

supportive letters from 90 others. Jules Hallum and Glenn

Gentry were good enough to provide summaries of the meeting:

Should an ASV be formed? How to organize an ASV: its governance

Its relationship with the ASM The nature of its annual meeting

Other issues

9 am Welcome and opening statement: Do we need a Virology Society?

Bill Joklik

# The present state of Virology

Problems with the concept of the ASM as the home for Virology

# The increasing importance of viruses of higher eukaryotes

# The size of the ASM. Lack of input by Virologists

# The unsatisfactory nature of the Annual Meeting.

There were 10,000 at the 1981 ASM Annual Meeting in Dallas; about

200 were Virologists

# A new ASV should cater to all Virologists

Organize its own meetings

Comprise members actively engaged in research

Define its relationship to the ASM

10 am–12 noon Discussion Session Chairman:

Julius Youngner

# Report on the Dallas ASM

Meeting:

RNA virus session Julius Youngner

DNA virus session Fred Rapp

(Few abstracts, total attendance no more than 200)

# Al Balows State of the ASM

Fred Neidhardt Possible changes in the ASM to address

our concerns

John Sherris The need for a society like the ASM

# General discussion and comments

# Motion proposed by Jules Hallum and seconded

‘‘THAT A SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY BE FORMED’’

LUNCH

1:30 pm Afternoon session Chairman:

Harry Ginsberg

# Vote on the above motion 38 in favor 2 opposed

# Discussion: Where do we go from here?

# Vote to elect two Co-Chairmen of a to-be-appointed Steering Committee

Nominated: Heinz Fraenkel-Conrat, Harry Ginsberg, Bob Haselkorn,

Bill Joklik, Julius Youngner

Elected: Bill Joklik and Harry Ginsberg

They are to orchestrate necessary and appropriate measures, starting with

the appointment of an Organizing Committee with representatives of all areas of

virologic interest. Bill Joklik was asked to serve as Interim President of the new

Society.

3:30 pm Adjournment

As a consequence, of the overwhelmingly affirmative vote on the resolution

‘‘that a new Society of Virology be formed’’

JUNE 9 1981 IS THE BIRTHDAY OF THE AMERCAN SOCIETY

FOR VIROLOGY
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The phase of committee work

On June 25, Bill Joklik sent an update on the status of the

American Society for Virology to the 180 virologists who had

been contacted earlier; and on July 15, Harry Ginsberg, Bob

Haselkorn, Dorothy Horstman, Bill Joklik, Max Summers and

Milt Zaitlin met in Harry Ginsberg’s office at the College of

Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, as the Orga-

nizing Committee. They considered, discussed and implemen-

ted the following initiatives:

# Criteria for membership were discussed. Professional

standards for admission were to be established by a

Committee to be appointed. It was resolved to invite 500

Virologists to become Charter Members of the Society.

# Bob Haselkorn and Dorothy Horstman were charged with

drawing up a minimal Constitution.

# In line with Bill Joklik’s earlier suggestion at the June 9

meeting that Annual Meetings be held on College Campuses,

Milt Zaitlin was charged with organizing the first Annual

Meeting on the Campus of Cornell University at Ithaca.

# Bill Joklik was charged with contacting selected Commer-

cial Companies with requests for funds to support the

Annual Meeting.

# Defining the relationship between the ASM and the new

Society was the topic of extensive discussion. Predictably, the

ASM was disturbed at the prospect of losing a sizeable

number of members. This fear was exaggerated since many

Virologists who were members of the ASM did not plan to

drop their ASM membership and continued to function

within the ASM; in fact, in 1994, Bill Joklik was nominated to

run for the office of President of the ASM by the ASM

Nominating Committee, a race that he lost to Ken Berns,

another Virologist who had also retained his ASM member-

ship. In order to facilitate interaction between the ASM and

the ASV, Harry Ginsberg suggested, in the fall of 1981, that

the ASV be associated with the ASM through some-to-be

developed new form of Federation. Such a linkage would

have many advantages for both organizations. For Virolo-

gists, it would permit them to participate actively in the

ASM’s representation of Microbiologists in the political

arena, as well as utilize the ASM’s central staff for organizing

meetings and the execution of administrative functions. For

the ASM, it would ensure continued functioning of Virolo-

gists within that Society and broaden the base and increase the

number of Virologists who are members of the ASM, thereby

increasing the talent available for participation in ASM

functions.

These ideas were discussed informally at various times

between Officers of the two Societies and in May 1988, Alice

Huang, President of the ASM, set up a meeting in Miami to

explore possible ways of how the two Societies could interact

profitably, including via the Federation model described above.

The ASV representatives were Ken Berns, Fred Rapp and Juli

Youngner. Although interaction between the ASM and the

ASV was thought to be very desirable by representatives of

both Societies, no concrete ideas for such a relationship

emerged.

The next several months were occupied primarily with

compiling membership lists, making arrangements for and

announcing/publicizing the staging of the first ASV Annual

Meeting in Ithaca, and raising funds for this meeting. Invitations

to 650 Virologists to become Charter Members and attend the

Ithaca meeting were sent out on October 9. Prospective Charter

Members were asked for a contribution of $25 to provide initial

funds to permit the new Society to function.

On January 7, 1982, the Organizing Committee met again in

Harry Ginsberg’s office. The primary agenda were expansion of

the membership and organization of the first Annual Meeting of

the Society on August 1 to 4 on the Campus of Cornell

University at Ithaca, N.Y. With respect to the former, it was

resolved that each of the original Charter Members of the new

Society would be invited to nominate one additional member.

With respect to the latter, the scientific/academic program would

be organized by Bill Joklik to include four morning Symposia of

three speakers in each, and 27 Workshops each headed by a

Convenor.

This meeting was followed by several large scale mailings

concerning the Society and the Meeting, with invitations to join

the former and attend the latter, along with registration materials

and the Meeting Program. These mailings were sent out by Bill

Joklik over the names of the members of the interim

organizational Committees: David Baltimore, Purnell Choppin,

Harry Ginsberg, Bob Haselkorn, Dorothy Horstman, Bill Joklik,

Tom Merigan, Fred Murphy, Bernard Roizman, Max Summers,

Peter Vogt, Bob Wagner, Julius Youngner, Milt Zaitlin and

Norton Zinder.

The First Annual Meeting

By August 1, 1982, the opening day of the First Annual

Meeting of the American Society for Virology at Ithaca,

Cornell, excellently organized by Milt Zaitlin, we had put

together a scientific program of four Symposia and 27

Workshops organized by Bill Joklik; established the new

Society’s Constitution and By-laws, comprising nine Articles;

had the Society declared a Tax-exempt Corporation in North

Carolina effective June 9, 1982; and had 905 paid-up members.

The Meeting began on Monday, August 1, with Registration

from 2 to 10 pm and a Mixer from 6 to 11 pm. It was officially

opened on Tuesday, August 2, at 8:30 am when Bill Joklik, as

Interim President of the new Society, welcomed the Meeting

participants. He recalled the reasons why the Society had been

formed and its desire for its own Annual Meeting, thanked our

local host Milt Zaitlin and his Committee for having done an

outstanding job organizing the Meeting and thanked all

Symposium speakers and Workshop Convenors whom he

had asked to function for their willingness to do so. His address

was followed by a Symposium on ‘‘Genome Structure and

Expression’’ with talks by Norton Zinder, David Baltimore and

Jan Kaper. The Tuesday morning Symposium was entitled

‘‘Transformation and Persistence’’, with talks by Mike Bishop,

George Miller and Mark Ptashne. The Wednesday Symposium
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was entitled ‘‘Mechanisms of Infection’’, with talks by Abner

Notkins, Bill Robinson and Tom Monath, and the Thursday

Symposium was ‘‘Epidemiology and Ecology’’, with talks by

Peter Palese, Max Summers and Karl Johnson.

The Business Meeting was called to order in Statler

Auditorium at 2 pm on Wednesday, August 3, by Bill Joklik,

acting as Interim President. Fred Murphy was appointed

Temporary Recording Secretary. About 500 Virologists were

present. The following issues were considered/discussed:

Bill Joklik reviewed the initial planning meetings and the

decisions reached that led to this first Annual Meeting of the

new American Society for Virology. He suggested that future

Meetings of the ASV be held on College Campuses, rather

than in big cities. After some discussion, a straw vote was

taken that showed overwhelming (greater than 90%) support

for holding future Annual Meetings of the ASV on College

Campuses.

Bill Joklik described discussions concerning future relations

with the ASM. Both Harry Ginsberg and he had met

repeatedly with the leaders of the ASM and assured them

that the ASV would be happy to work with the ASM. He

reported that he had received an invitation from John Sherris,

President of the ASM, to meet with the ASM Council Policy

Committee in October in Washington, DC, and to discuss

with them, and with representatives of several other Societies

like our own, our past, present and future relationships with

the ASM. He favored the formation of a Federation of

American Societies of Microbiology of which the ASV

would be a member.

Bill Joklik presented reports of the actions of interim

Officers and Committees.

a. The Society now (in 1982) has almost 1000 paid-up

members. During a discussion of criteria for membership,

it was pointed out that the American Society for

Biological Chemists requires submission of a Curriculum

vitae and bibliography, as well as nomination letters from

two members of the Society specifying that the applicants

are engaged in high quality research. Norton Zinder

spoke out against too rigid criteria, and in particular

objected to the letters of nomination. After some

discussion, a straw vote was taken and the overwhelming

feeling of the membership was that submission of a

Curriculum vitae and bibliography would suffice. A

Membership Review Committee to develop membership

criteria for our Society will be appointed. Establishment

of an Emeritus Class Membership for distinguished

scientists is also contemplated.

b. The Financial Report, which had been distributed to the

Membership, was discussed. It showed that the account

balance of the Society as of 7/21/82 was $21,941.75. Bill

Joklik pointed out that the reason for this excellent

financial position was that very little money had been

used. The Organizing Committee had met twice in New

York, in July 1981 and in January 1982, but all travel

expenses had been borne by the Committee members

themselves, as had all secretarial, telephone and mailing

expenses they had incurred in Society-related activities.

A Finance Committee is to be appointed by the new

President, charged with authorizing expenditures, fixing

next year’s dues, raising funds to support next year’s

Annual Meeting, providing travel funds for junior

scientists and perhaps instituting an annual prize for

research achievements in Virology (as suggested by

David Baltimore).

c. The planning and organization of Annual Meetings was

discussed. Milt Zaitlin reviewed Meeting organizational

matters, primarily with the intent of developing back-

ground information and advice for future organizers. He

pointed out that budgets for Meetings such as ours are

large and complex, and that both local professional

Conference Center staff and local Committees composed

of enthusiastic Virologists acting as volunteers are

essential for success. Milt and his colleagues were

congratulated warmly for their efforts; the general

consensus was that this Meeting was running very

smoothly and that both accommodation and food were

very good. Among problems to be solved for subsequent

Meetings were ensuring that Conference rooms are

within brief walking distances, and regulating the number

of papers presented in Workshops. The desirability of

organizing Poster Sessions was envisaged.

d. Bill Joklik presented the Society’s proposed Constitution

and By-laws which were modeled after those of the

Infectious Diseases Society, revised by Dorothy Horst-

man and Bob Haselkorn. They will be reexamined

critically by a Committee to be appointed. When

approved by Council, they will be submitted to the

Membership for modification and approval.

e. Bill Joklik called on Walter Schlesinger, Chairman of the

Nominating Committee, for his report. The Nominating

Committee, which consisted of Walter Schlesinger,

George Bruening, Karl Johnson, Helen Revel, Peter

Faulkner and Jim Gillespie, recommended the following

slate:

Nominations from the floor were requested; none were

forthcoming. Walter Schlesinger moved that the above-

mentioned slate be elected. The motion was seconded and

carried unanimously.

Bill Joklik thanked the Society for their confidence in

him. He announced that a Secretary-Treasurer would be

appointed without delay. The six Councillors would draw

straws to determine who would serve staggered terms of 1,

2 and 3 years, respectively.There was some discussion

concerning the site of the next Annual Meeting. Offers/

invitations/indications of interest were received from Michigan

For President Bill Joklik

For President-Elect Harry Ginsberg

For Councillors Fred Murphy, Milton Zaitlin, Dorothy Horstman,

Max Summers, Bob Haselkorn

and Priscilla Schaeffer
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State University, Purdue University, the University of Connecti-

cut, Iowa State University, University of Wisconsin, Ohio State

University and the University of California at Davis. Bill Joklik

announced that Council would meet shortly to choose the

site of the next Annual Meeting. The question was raised as

to what would happen in years when there is an

International Congress and when the International Congress

is held in North America, as will occur in 1987. Future

Program Committees and Councils will consider these

questions. Among the various items of other business that

were brought up was one asking the Society to request

travel funds from the NIH for Virologists to attend the Sixth

International Congress of Virology in Sendai, Japan; a

request to publish a Plant Virus Newsletter; and a resolution

that press releases concerning the founding of the Society be

written and sent to Science and Nature. Bill Joklik

announced that the newly-elected Council would meet

before the end of the Meeting to consider these questions

and transact other business.A motion for adjournment was

made and seconded, and the Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm.

The administrative development of the ASV

The first action of the now duly-elected (rather than

Interim) first President of the Society, Bill Joklik, was to

appoint David Bishop as our first Secretary-Treasurer. He

also appointed the following first Committees of the new

Society:

Each Committee was provided with detailed charges aimed at

providing the base for the new Society’s administrative

structure.The following announcement appeared in the 11/4/82

issue of NATURE:

‘‘A new scientific Society, the American Society for Virology,

has been officially inaugurated with the first of what will be

Annual Meetings. W.K. Joklik, of Duke University, was

elected President of the Society. The primary purpose of the

Society will be the organization of Annual Meetings, the

1983Meeting being scheduled for Michigan State University

next summer.’’

The second Annual Meeting of the new Society was indeed

held on the Campus of Michigan State University in East

Lansing, MI, on July 10–14, 1983. The local Committee was

chaired by Lee Velicer. At that Meeting, Harry Ginsberg

became the second President of our Society, the subsequent

Presidents of which are listed in Table 1. And it was

immediately following this Meeting that our first Secretary-

Treasurer, David Bishop, who was appointed at the close of our

first Annual Meeting, resigned and in his place Council

appointed Sidney Grossberg, who, following reelection, has

now served as our Secretary-Treasurer continuously for 22

years.

This closes the account of the founding of the American

Society for Virology. The general format of the Annual

Meetings has remained essentially unchanged from the first,

with an initial Keynote Lecture followed by full morning,

cross-disciplinary Plenary Symposia and Workshops with

occasionally interspersed State-of-the-Art Lectures. Abstracts

are now printed in the Meeting Program, and Poster Sessions

have been added. The Meetings now include sub-discipline

Satellite Symposia and Forums on educational and career

development, as well as on subjects of general topical interest

to the field. The number of Meeting participants ranges from

1400 to 1800.

As the scope of the Society has broadened, Committees

have been added to the original ones to deal with Student

Travel Awards, Education and Career Development, Public

Affairs and the American Type Culture Collection in an

Meetings and

Program

Committee

Membership

Review

Committee

Charter and

By-laws

Committee

Finance

Committee

Ken McIntosh,

Chairman

Al Wood,

Chairman

Bernard Fields,

Chairman

George Miller,

Chairman

L.E. Carmichael J.B. Derbyshire R. Haselkorn D.H.L. Bishop

R.M. Goodman H.S. Ginsberg D. Horstman F. Murphy

W.K. Joklik M. Gottesman T.J. Morris F. Rapp

J. King N.H. Hopkins E. Scolnick

W.E. Rawls T.C. Merigan

M. Summers A.J. Nahmias

H. Revel

H.D. Robertson

J. Storz

M. Zaitlin

Table 1

Presidents of the American Society for Virology

Wolfgang K. (Bill) Joklik, Duke University Medical Center, 1981–1983

Harold S. Ginsberg, Columbia University College of Physicians

and Surgeons, 1983–1984

Robert R. Wagner, University of Virginia, 1984–1985

Purnell W. Choppin, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 1985–1986

Julius S. Youngner, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 1986–1987

Paul J. Kaesberg, University of Wisconsin, 1987–1988

Kenneth I. Berns, Cornell University Medical College, 1988–1989

Roland R. Rueckert, University of Wisconsin, 1989–1990

Bernard N. Fields, Harvard Medical School, 1990–1991

Max D. Summers, Texas A and M University, 1991–1992

Sondra Schlesinger, Washington University School of Medicine, 1992–1993

Kathryn V. Holmes, Uniformed Services University of the

Health Sciences, 1993–1994

Bernard Moss, National Institutes of Health, 1994–1995

Gail W. Wertz, University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine,

1995–1996

Mary K. Estes, Baylor College of Medicine, 1996–1997

Thomas E. Shenk, Princeton University, 1997–1998

Peter M. Howley, Harvard Medical School, 1998–1999

Diane E. Griffin, Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health,

1999–2000

Dennis J. O’Callaghan, Louisiana State University Medical Center,

2000–2001

Robert A. Lamb, Northwestern University, 2001–2002

Charles M. Rice, Rockefeller University, 2002–2003

Patricia G. Spear, Northwestern University, 2003–2004

Lynn W. Enquist, Princeton University, 2004–2005

Peter Palese, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 2005–2006
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advisory capacity. The Society helps support the International

Congresses of Virology, primarily by providing travel awards

for junior investigators, in part through grants from the

National Institutes of Health, and also supports the Interna-

tional Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses.

Built on a firm foundation, the Society remains true to its

original purpose, the advancement and promulgation of

knowledge relevant to Virology. Started with discussions

among individuals and small groups at the very beginning

of the 1980s, it was the first Society for Virology in the

world. Now there are such Societies in more than a dozen

countries. Our Society currently has 3371 members (Fig. 1),

614 of whom are citizens of 44 countries outside the USA,

including 183 from Canada.
Fig. 1. Multistep growth curve showing the increase in membership of the

American Society for Virology since its founding.

W.K. Joklik, S.E. Grossberg / Virology 344 (2006) 250–257 257



The Founding 
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Bob Haselkorn
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Council

Milt Zaitlin
(1927-2016) Council

Dorothy Horstman  
(1911-2001) Council

Max Summers
Council

Priscilla Schaeffer 
(1943-2009) Council

David Bishop
Secretary-Treasurer
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The beginnings of the International Congresses of Virology 

How did the International Congresses for Virology begin? This question was repeatedly 

raised at the 8th Congress in Berlin, and I was asked to write this article for the record. 

Virologists had been playing key roles in the affairs of the International Association 

of Microbiological Societies many years prior to 1968, the year of the first Virology Congress 

in Helsinki. They included Thomas M. Rivers (1939-47), MacFarlane Burnet (1953-58), 

Andre Lwoff (1962-70), and Victor M. Zhdanov (1970-74), each of whom served, in the 

years indicated, as President of the Executive Committee, and Sven Gard, who served as 

President of the 7th Congress for Microbiology in 1958. 

Among virologists who attended Congresses of the International Association of Mi

crobiological Societies (IAMS), in which virological reports were interspersed among pres
entations oriented toward a variety of other disciplines, it became clear that it would be 

desirable to have a separate Section of the IAMS devoted to Virology. But in order to be 

recognized by the IAMS, it was necessary to spring fully grown from the sea, as Aphro
dite perhaps not as beautiful a body, but a functioning one nevertheless. Thus during the 

IAMS Congress in Moscow, a small revolutionary group of workers, meeting at the home 
of Valentine Soloviev, felt that the time was ripe for the International Virologists of the 

World to unite. The group included Peter Wildy, Victor Zhdanov, Joseph Melnick, and 

subsequently we coopted Nils Oker-Blom. The affairs of the IAMS at that time were run 
by a bureaucracy whose main interest had been focused on Bacteriology for many years, 

and the Microbiology Congress failed to provide sufficient opportunities for virologists to 

meet and to discuss their rapidly developing discipline. Thus, once again, the usual Inter

national Congress for Microbiology was held, this time in Moscow, July 24-30, 1966, and 

5,541 persons attended. The IAMS Newsletter of November, 1966, reported: "The IXth 

International Congress for Microbiology is now just memories. The memories vary: of 
meetings with old friends and making new; of strange sights and foods, and tussles with 

Intourist; of the circus and the ballet; of the Kremlin, the Hermitage, and the baboons at 

Sukhumi; of vodka, cognac, and Tzinandali and Russian hospitality; of luxurious suites 

and university dormitories; of many things." Members of the Executive Committee of 

IAMS were provided with suites at the exclusive Sovietskaya Hotel reserved for visiting 
dignitaries, and they reported "we were well looked after". 

But working virologists were again disappointed: sessions devoted to Virology were 

few and far-apart, so that most fruitful virologic discussions were held impromptu, often 

at street corners while waiting for the Congress busses -which ran on infrequent and 

irregular schedules. 
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Our group of revolutionaries proposed to the Executive Committee of the IAMS that 

the virologists be allowed to form a Section within the IAMS. And if we were a Section, 

why not meet separately, preferably at different times from the large congresses? 

The response to our petition was that virologists rightfully belonged among micro

biologists, and could not be a separate body- and furthermore, that no significant virol

ogists' group existed, so our request was without substance. 

So much for 1966: If we were to become a recognized section, it would be necessary 

to spring upon the scene fully grown and functioning, perhaps not as Aphrodite but more 

like Athena from the head of Zeus. 

The Helsinki Congress in 1968 came into being with the aid of an International Com

mittee that was readily recruited from 39 countries. In attendance at that Congress were 

536 working virologists, each of whom, in accordance with the admission regulations 

established by the International Committee, had to have contributed at least 3 significant 

publications to the world's virologic literature. The fact that so many persons qualified for 

attendance indicated how large and significant the literature of our science had already 

become. 

I had the pleasure of serving as Secretary-General of the Helsinki Congress. A quotation 

from my opening remarks follows. "Now, this week, by our meetings and discussions of 

our laboratory work, we shall reaffirm our existence. Speaking not only for myself but 

also for each of the participants, I wish to express the appreciation that is owed to Professors 

Peter Wildy, Victor Zhdanov, and Nils Oker-Blom, with whom I have had the pleasure of 

serving on the Convening Committee, to the 39 members of the International Committee, 

and particularly to Professor Oker-Blom and his colleagues, to the University of Helsinki 

and its Medical School, to the City of Helsinki, to the Finnish Ministry of Education, and 

especially to the lovely and efficient ladies for the local arrangements for the Congress and 

the social and cultural events associated with it. For the Convening Committee, I also take 

this opportunity to express thanks to all members of the Congress who have come from 

near and distant lands, often at personal sacrifice, in order to discuss and exchange their 

new findings and interpretations at the main sessions and at the seminars. Finally, particular 

thanks are due for all the chairmen of the general sessions and seminars. Not only have 

they helped in organizing a most promising and informative program for the coming week, 

but also they have undertaken the task of preparing the reports which will stand in the 

published Proceedings as the record of this meeting- the First International Congress for 

Virology." 

The Scientific Program of the First Congress consisted of ten General Sessions, two 

evening General Sessions of historical nature, and fifteen luncheon Seminars on topics of 

specialized interest. The fact that each General Session was attended throughout the week 

by 400 to 500 of the 536 registrants indicated profound and sustained interest. More 

specialized interests were satisfied through attending the luncheon seminars, each of which 

attracted 50 to 150 participants. 

At the end of the week's program, in an effort to assure continuance of international 

meetings of virologists, the following resolutions were adopted unanimously by the entire 

membership of the Congress: 

"The 536 members of the First International Congress for Virology whose names are 

listed below met in Helsinki during 14-20 July 1968 and held a series of daily scientific 

conferences.1 The fact that so many of the world's leading virologists assembled in Helsinki 

1 The participants of the Congress are listed in: Melnik JL (ed) International virology l, the proceedings of

the First International Congress for Virology, Helsinki, 1968. Karger, Basel. 
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demonstrates the need and support for International Congresses for Virology. The benefits 

resulting from exchanges of information on current work in many different countries have 

led us to pass the following resolutions. 

1. 'Be it resolved that the members of the First International Congress for Virology

petition the International Association of Microbiological Societies to proceed at once to 

form a section on Virology, to include all branches of the science, and to arrange for future 

and regular International Congresses for Virology, with the Second International Congress 

to be held in 1971.' 

2. 'Until such time as the International Association of Microbiological Societies es

tablishes a Section in Virology with the responsibility of holding periodic International 

Congresses for Virology, the Secretary-General of the International Congress for Virology 

is requested to continue in office and to proceed with arranging for the Second International 

Congress for Virology in 1971. The responsibility for future International Congresses for 

Virology is to be turned over to the IAMS Section on Virology as soon as such a section 

is created and able to take over this responsibility.'" 

The scene now shifts to Mexico City in 1970. In view of the fact that virologists provided 

firm evidence of their existence by having held a successful independent Congress in Helsinki, 

and faced with the real possibility of virologists withdrawing from the IAMS to form their 

own organization, the delegates to the 10th International Congress for Microbiology mod

ified their statutes and agreed to the formation of a Section on Virology, a Section on 

Bacteriology, and ultimately a Section on Mycology. The virologists present at the Mexico 

City Congress, representing 24 countries, met and organized their Section. The elected 

officers were Joseph L. Melnick (Chairman), Peter Wildy (Vice-Chairman), Nils Oker

Blom (Secretary) and the elected Advisory Council consisted of S. Gaidamovich (U.S.S.R.), 

J. Hidaka (Japan), L. Hirth (France), E. Norrby (Sweden), A. J. Rhodes (Canada), and

F. Fenner (Australia). The delegates voted to hold the Second International Congress for

Virology in 1971 in Budapest. The Convenors of the First Congress were requested to

continue to function in the same capacity for the Second Congress, and they were ably

aided by a Hungarian Host Committee led by G. Ivanovics, E. Farkas, and I. D6m6k.

The Budapest Congress was a huge success, with 984 virologists from 45 countries 

participating. Included in the Scientific Program of the Congress were five plenary sessions 

on topics of general interest, and thirty specialized workshops. 

This Virology Congress was the first to meet within the official framework of the IAMS. 

The Council of the Virology Section met in Budapest and adopted the statutes by which 

the organization would function. These are set forth in International Virology 2, Proceedings 

of the Second International Congress for Virology, Budapest, 1971, J. L. Melnick, ed. 

(Karger, Basel). 

The Council also discussed and recommended the creation of an international journal 

to be administered by the Virology Section. The first issue of Intervirology appeared soon 

thereafter. From 1972 to 1985, J. L. Melnick served as Editor-in-Chief, and from 1985 to 

1990, F. Rapp. 

At the outset, Intervirology included the following sections and editors: Viral Structure 

(A. F. Howatson); Plant Virology (A. J. Gibbs); Invertebrate Virology (T. W. Tinsley); 

Bacteriophage (N. D. Zinder); Replication of Animal Viruses (H. S. Ginsberg); Genetics 

(P. D. Cooper); Epidemiology (E. H. Lennette); Oncology (F. Rapp); Immunology (N. 

Oker-Blom); Classification and Nomenclature (F. Fenner). Subsequently two sections were 

added: Virus-Cell Relationship (G. Klein) and Comparative Virology (F. Brown). In ad

dition to experimental papers, Intervirology became the repository of Taxonomic Study 
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The photograph was taken at a meeting of the Executive Committee and the Advisory Council at the Second 
International Congress for Virology, Budapest, 1971. Participants, clockwise starting at left, are: H. von Magnus 
(Denmark); F. Fenner (Australia); A. J. Rhodes (Canada); P. Wildy (U.K.); E. Farkas (Hungary); N. Oker-Blom 
(Finland); J. L. Melnick (U.S.A.); E. Norrby (Sweden); G. Ivanovic (Hungary); L. Hirth (France); J. H. Subak
Sharpe (U.K.); V. Rennick (U.S.A.) 

Group papers and also published the official reports on Classification and Nomenclature 

of Viruses, issued by the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses. Another historic 

milestone of Intervirology included the publication of a series of "portraits" of the viruses. 

The idea of the portraits was conceived by Frank Fenner and Adrian Gibbs, who believed 

the time was ripe for asking senior virologists to prepare a portrait of the virus, or the 

family of viruses, that each had spent much of his or her life studying. The portraits were 

highly successful, and have been assembled as a book, Portraits of Viruses: A History of 

Virology (F. Fenner and A. J. Gibbs, editors). They should be required reading for students 

and others interested in this field of endeavor. 

In 1991, the official Journal of the newly re-named Division (formerly Section) of 

Virology of the newly re-named International Union (formerly Association) of Microbi

ological Societies became the Archives of Virology. 

Those who led the Congresses after Helsinki and Budapest are included in the Table, 

reproduced from Chairman Marc van Regenmortel's slide presented at the 8th Congress 

in Berlin. 

At the opening ceremony in Berlin, the Congress paid tribute to the "four founding 

fathers". Unfortunately, Peter Wildy and Victor Zhdanov are no longer with us. I was 

privileged to be present but Nils Oker-Blom had previously committed himself to be lecturing 

that day on Virology Problems of the Developing World, at a meeting of the International 

Union of Biological Societies in Nairobi. However, he wrote to the Congress: "I feel very 
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honoured to be remembered at the opening ceremony of the VIIIth International Congress 

of Virology. I would have been extremely happy to be present at that occasion but un

fortunately I had long ago promised to participate, at exactly the same time, in a meeting 

in Nairobi. I would be grateful if you could convey to the participants of the Congress, 

to the organizers and to all my friends my very best greetings and my wish for a splendid 

and scientifically successful Congress. It gives me great pleasure to see that the modest but 

enthusiastic start in Helsinki has resulted in a prosperous Virology Division, in better and 

better congresses and above all in an unbelievable progress of virology. Let us hope that 

this progress continues leading to a brilliant future for virology, a future made by all of 

you and, let us hope, especially by young promising virologists discovering new and in

teresting viruses and viral genes." 

Table. International Congresses of Virology 

Conveners Participants 

1968 Helsinki J. L. Melnick N. Oker-Blom 536 
P. Wildy V. M. Zhdanov

1971 Budapest J. L. Melnick N. Oker-Blom 984 
P. Wildy V. M. Zhdanov

Chairman Vice-Chairman 

1975 Madrid J. L. Melnick P. Wildy
1978 The Hague P. Wildy J. van der Want ~2,000 
1981 Strasbourg J. van der Want F. A. Murphy ~2,200 
1984 Sendai F. A. Murphy E. Norrby
1987 Edmonton E. Norrby M. Van Regenmortel ~2,550
1990 Berlin M. Van Regenmortel B. W. J. Mahy ~4,000 
1993 Glasgow B. W. J. Mahy R. Pettersson

I would like to close these reminiscences with a quotation on the subject oflnternational 

Virology from Peter Wildy, who was one of the leading figures in 20th century Virology, 

and who played a key role in founding the International Congresses: 

"Something must be said about International Virology. Up until 1966, virologists were 

provided for by meetings held from time to time in different countries under the auspices 

of the International Association of Microbiological Societies. These meetings steadily grew 

in size and dullness and virologists became more and more disinterested. In 1966, four 

mutineers (ringleader: J. Melnick) decided to run an International Virology meeting in

dependently. Though restricted mainly to viruses of vertebrates, the meeting (held in Hel

sinki) was successful and followed by other more comprehensive programmes in Budapest, 

Madrid, Amsterdam and Strasbourg [and since then in Sendai, Edmonton, and Berlin]. 

Several points have become clear. First, it is important for the health of virology and 

for the interests of virologists that meetings be held separately from others dealing with 

microbiological disciplines, in order to attain the maximum chance of personal encounter. 

Second, the breadth of virology is great enough to sustain varied combinations of interest. 
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Indeed, considerable ingenuity is required to ensure mutually fruitful exchanges. Third, the 

heterogeneity of virologists (and viropractors) is such that it has often been questioned 

whether it is wise to continue with such large congresses. So far, I believe they have been 

a powerful force of good communication. I hope that they remain so." 

I believe that the Virology Congresses continue to be "a powerful force of good com

munication" and I believe that they will be so in the future. 

Joseph L. Melnick 

Distinguished Service Professor 

of Virology and Epidemiology 

Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas 
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April 3, 1981 

Or. W. K. Joklik 
Duke University Medical Center 
Box 3020 ' 
Durham, North Carolina 27710· 

Dear Bi 11 

Grindings with ASM over an American bid to host the 1984 International Con~ress 
of Virology continue to reinforce in mY mind your proposal to found an American 
Society for Virology. In Dallas at the ASM meeting the CDC-Atlanta proposal was 
met with approval but not enthusiasm. The bid is moving forward nonetheless, and 
I do not think your initiative need complicate this process. On the international 
front things are much better of late. I represented the Virology Division of . 
IU~1S at an informal meeting in Dallas of Arrericans involved in rUMS. Phil Gerhardt, 
President-elect of IUMS, is most anxious to build better relationships between 
the Divisions and to have the Executive Board broadly responsive. He will meet 
with Virology Division officers in Strasbourg. 1m am also working to have virol
ogists on candidate lists for the next election for Presidency and Secretary
General of rUMS. I think this ;s a far cry from the situati'on of the past few 
yea rs ~IAMS/ I UMS where in vi ro log; s ts we re cons i dered as 1 epe rs . 

~ 

I will try mY best to be at 'your meeting in Chicago to represent Virology Division/ 
IUMS. I don't think I would need much speaking time -- just enough to say that 
the Virology D,;vision would be prepared to rresh with the new Soctety immediately. 
The ,bes t day for me woul d be Sa turday, 23 May (I wi 11 be in Chi cago on my way back 
from Strasbourg). Otherwise, I would try to fly to Chicago just for your meeting. 

One other matter brought up by Phil Gerhardt: He is working through the National 
Academy of Sciences toward establishment of a National Committee on Microbiology. 
It seems that even Gerhardt recognizes the fact that ASM does not represent all 
of the field (virology is not the only problem area). This National Committee 
would become the interface wi ,th international organizations and would especially 
help now that the IUMS has elevated itself to Union status (a level at which govern
ments provide funds for international organization -- in our case via NSF). If 
the makeup of this National Committee is fair (i.e., not dominated by ASM) , then 
it would be good for virology. Of the 700+ Americans on the Strasbourg Congress 
list, lId 9uess that less than half are ASM Tre;mbers -- in fact, I have had only 
trouble trying to reach virologists using ASM channels. 

Finally, I would urge that in your plan to establish a scholarly scientific 
Society (rather than a vocational organization like ASM), you seek t~ involve the 
broadest cross-section of virology. There are only good vibes coming from our 
interdisciplinary programmes for the International Congreges -- and the same would 
come if you are able to draw in the full range of interests from molecular bioloqy 
to pathogenesis of disease, from phage virology to medical virology (even veterinary 
virology)', from genetics to tropical medicine. You can do this and still draw up 
short of competing with other Societies such as "the Infectious Diseases Society 
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relevance) into basic science themes~ such as recommended for the dsRNA virus 
···meeting you are planning with David Bishop, should be reocgnized in your planning 
of the Society. I think that your letter gains much by its distinguished list 
of signatories. I think that this approach, broadened to show that the leaders 
in all areas of virology are involved, would be advantageous. There are several 
subsets of virologists who separately feel that they have no proper forum for 
exchange; nothing would be lost if they were to come under your ASV umbrella. 
The key is to draw their leaders in. 

Thank you for taking this initiative 

FAM/jw 

Enc. 

see you in Chicago. 

Si ncere ly, 

\=~ 
Frederick A. Murphy 
Vice-chairman and Chairman-elect 
Virology Division/IUMS 

famurphy
Typewritten Text

famurphy
Typewritten Text
[one line missing here]



DEPARTMENT OF MICROBIOLOGY 

AND IMMUNOLOGY 

Dear Colleague: 

DURHAM. NORTH CAROLINA 

27710 

April 27, 1981 
TELEPHONE (919) 6lU-5138 

We would like to update you concerning developments in connection with 
founding an American Society for Virology. 

We received replies from 'about seventy-five percent of those Whom we 
'contacted. The response was overwhelmingly positive. Almost all of you 
indicated that you would be prepared to help in one way or another; and many of 
you said that yOU . would, ,if at all possible, attend an inaugural meeting. We 
have examined the calendars of as many as possible and decided that Tuesday June 
9 is the day when most of us could meet in Chicago. Bernard Roizman has 
reserved a room for us at the O'Hare International Inn, Which is very close to 
the airport, and we will meet there starting at 1U a.m. Please do not hesitate 
to come earlier for informal discussion before the proceedings begin. We plan 
to invite Al Balows, Fred Neidhardt, John Sherris and Harry Gooder of the ASH to 
J01n us. The meeting should last- till about 4 p.m., so that it should be safe 
to fly out any time after about 5 p.m. 

Please complete the form below and return. it to Bill Joklik at your 
earliest convenience so that we may know how many to expect. 

We look forward to seeing you on June 9. Until then, with best wishes, 

Cordially, 

·h~~~ 
David Bal timore 
Purnell W. Choppin 
Harry Ginsberg 
Wolfgang K. Joklik 
Thomas E. Merigan 
Bernard Roizman 
Peter K. Vogt 
Robert R. Wagner 
Julius R. Youngner 
Norton D. Zinder 



DUKE UNIVERSITY MFDICAL CENTER 

~pa,.tment of Microbiology 
and Immunology 
Officr of the Chairman 

Dear Colleague: 

June 25, 1981 

The following is an update on the status of the American 'Society of 
Virologists (tentative name). 

We had a very successful meeting in Chicago on June 9. Forty virologists 
were present, and three Presidents/Presidents-Elect ot the ASK. We had an 
exellent 'discussion lasting some 5 1/2 hours and pass~d the following 
resolution: 

That an American Society of Virologists be formed. 
I 
I 

After due debate and discussion, this resolution was passed with no 
abstentions and two dissenting votes (for reasons that were not obvious). It 
was the clear intent of the virologists assembled that this be a Society with 
restricted membership along the lines of the American Society of Biological 
Chemists, membership in which is ,'granted only by election after submission of 
appropriate supporting material and letters from sponsors. 

I· 

The implementation of organizing the new society was entrusted to two 
virologists Who were elected from a slate of six; those elected were Bill Joklik 
and Harry Ginsberg. They are cbarged with assembling a committee which is to 
include a clinical/applied virologist, a plant virologist, an insect virologist 
and a bacterial virologist, and is to work out technical/administrative/legal/ 
financial details concerned with founding the new society. I should mention 
that the ASH appears to object strongly to the name American Society of Virology 
and would greatly prefer the name American Society of Virologists. The name of 

, the new Society is of course another matter to be considered by the committee. 
The committee is also charged with meeting with appropriate officials of the ASH' 
in order to determine whether an ASV could be associated with the ASH in some 
way. Finally, the committee is charged with organizing a scientific meeting, 
the first of an annu.1 series, for all virologists. It is likely that this 
meeting will be held sometime in the Spring of 1983. It is probably too late to 
organize such a meeting for the Spring of 1982, but if we find that we can 
organize a virology meeting for that tLme, we will do so. 

Box 3020. Durham. North Carolina 21110 '. Telephone (919) 684-5138 
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Both Jules Hallum (Department of Microbiology and Immunology, University of 
Oregon Health Sciences Center, 3181 S.W. Sam Jackson Park Road, Portland, Oregon 
97201) and Glenn Gentry (Department of Microbiology, The University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, 2500 North State Street, Jackson, Miss. 39216) 
wrote up minutes of the Chicago meeting and will be glad to supply them upon 
request. 

We will keep you informed of all further developments. With best wishes 
for a pleasant summer, 

Cordially, 

~~ 
Dr. W. K. Jok1ik 

WKJ/kge 



College of Veterinary Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences 

Office of the Dean 
303/491-7051 

Dr. W. K. Joklik 
Department of Microbiology 

and Immunology 
Duke University Medical Center 
Box 3020 
Durham, North Carolina 27710 

Dear Bill: 

July 8, 1981 

QU 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
80523 

Thank you for sending word about the foundation meeting of the 
American Societ of for Virolo (phooey on ASM's wish to dictate 
the name. I hope the future of the Society is discussed in detail 
in the ,hallways in Strasbourg. 

I think your idea to start off with a meeting is excellent. As live 
said before, I hope that all scholarly disciplines falling under the 
general hea,ding "virologyll are included in this first program.' I say 
this for fear that once the scope of the Society is defined by,.this 
first program, it will be more difficult to draw in additional 
specialty groups. In some cases individuals will decide whether or 
not to join in, but in other cases groups (and their conservative 
leadership) will be deciding whether to join in. I am particularly 
interested in seeing that the "scholarly end lf of,veterinary virology 
is drawn in -- this would do much to elevate the quality of this large 
enterprise4 As for arbovirology, I shall be curious as to how the ASV 
interfaces with virologists who otherwis.e call the American Society of 
Tropical Medicine & Hygiene their home. I'm going to explore this 
with some of the arbovirologists. 

It's interesting that some people, when first seeing your update of 
June 25, commented that "it's just another society", one that would 
need to be added to ASM membership. However, later as people reflected 
further, I think the concept of restricted membership gained in favor and 
the question of whether virologists need also keep up their ASM member
ship seemed more separate. I think the latter issue will take quite 
a while to resolve and will be influenced by new interest in virology 
by ASM. 
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Anyhow, I will be glad to help in any way I can. Thanks are due to 
you and Harry Ginsberg for taking this initiative. 

Bes t rega rds· . 

Si ncere ly, 

,-~ 
Frederick A. Murphy 

xc: Dr. H. S. Ginsberg 

FAM/amb 



Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology 
O/fife of the Chairman 

Dear f"".,u\ 

DUKE UNIVERSITY M'EDICAL CENTER 

Septemper 16, 1981 

I hope that you all had a pleasant summer and are ready to face a new 
academic year. I would like to take a'moment to tell you about the latest 
development's concerning the proposed' American Society for Virology~ You will 
recall that an inaugural meeting was held in Chicago on June 9 which was 
att,ended by about 50 virologists,: animal, plant a,nd ,bacterial, as well as by t'le 
ASM Presidents for 1980-81 (AI Ba'lows),' 81-82 (F'red Neidhardt) and 82-83 (John 
Sherriss). At this meeting it ,was resolved almost unanimously (with only two 
dissenti'ng votes) to found an American Society for Virology and Harry Ginsberg 
and'I were char~ed with fqrming a committee to 1mplement th1S reso~4tion. We 
asked -Dorothy Horstman, Fred Murphy, Max Surmners, Milt Zaitlin ,and Bob Haselko'rn 
to join us an4 n;tet in New Yor\{ Otl July 'J5. We discussed the spectrum or issues . 
that we would, have' to face and zeroed in on two primary problems. The first 
concerns membership. The virologists at the Chicago meeting strongly favored a 
professional s-ociety modelled along the lines of the American Society of 
Biological Chemists or the Infectious Diseases Society 'mich elect members on 
the basis of nominations by sponsors and review of curricula vitae and 
bibliographies. In order to get the'ASV off the ground, I have assembled a list 
of about 650 virologis,ts in~l.uding general and'molecular animal virologists as 
well as clinical, veterinary, insect, plant and bacterial virologists', whom we 
propose to invite to join the new society as charter members. The charter 
members would then appoint a Membership Committee Which would be charged with 
first 4eveloping rules for electing additional members, and then actually 
electing them. 

O,ur second major concern was to plan a major meeting of virologists for 
next summer. This would be the first annual meeting of the ASV. We thought 
that it would be best to hold this meeting on a University campus and Milt 
Zaitlin found that Cornell' at, Ithaca could accomodate a virology conference 
'during August 2-5, 1982, and we have reserved this time. I enclose a memora'ndum 
containing both an invitation to become an ASV cha.rter member ,and the 
announcment of this meeting at Ithac·a next summer which we propose to send to 
the'650 virologists mentioned above. 

In the meantime, Dorothy Horstman and Bob Haselkorn are looking into the 
question of a constitution for' the new Society; we plan to announce the 
formation of the new society and the plans for' next sunnner's meeting in leading 
scientific journals; and we are beginning to explore means of raising funds to 
support the new society in general and help underwrite next summer's meeting in 
particular. Finally, Harry Ginsberg and I will be meeting with the officers of 
the ASM on October 31 in Washington in order to explore the nature of· the 
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relationship between the new ASV and -the ASM. We would like this relationship 
to be a close one; but we would like to organize our own annual meeting, and we 
would like the ASV to be a society of scientists who .are making substantial 
contributions to our discipline. 

Please let me have your reaction to these activities and plans and to the 
enclosed memorandum. The Society can only fluorish with m_aximum input from 
everyone. 

With best wishes, 

WKJ/kge 

cc: David Baltimore 
Purnell Choppin 
Harry Ginsberg 
Bob Haselkorn 
Dorothy Horstman 
Tom Merigan 

~red Murphy 
Bernard Roizman 
Max Summers 
Peter Vogt 
Bob Wagner 
Juli Youngner 
Milt Zaftlin 
Norton Zinder 

Cordially, . 

Dr. W. K~ Joklik 



Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology 
Office of the Chairman 

Dear Colleague: 

DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

October 9, 1981 

For some time many of us have come to feel the need for a society of 
virologists. After intensive discussion involving some 200 scientists during 
the early part of this year, about 50 virologists met in Chicago in June where 
it was resolved that an American Society for Virology should be founded for all 
virologists (general and molecular, clinical, veterinary, insect, plant and 
bacterial). It was agreed that this Society should be a professional society to 
which members would be elected following nomination and review of curriculum 
vitae and bibliography; and that this society should plan and arrange its own 
annual meetings. 

The purpose of this circular ' is two-fold. First we would like to invite 
you to become a Charter Member of the new ASV. If you wish to become a Charter 
Member would you please so indicate on the form below and return it together 
with a check for $25 made out to "American Society for Virologyll. The funds 
that we collect will enable us to pay for secretarial and postage expenses until 
next summer, when an annual fee structure will be implemented. Second, we would 
like to invite you to participate in the first annual meeting of the ASV at ' 
Cornell, Ithaca, from August 2-5, 1982. Every Charter Member will be able to 
bring as many of his colleagues as he wishes; please indicate on the form below 
whether you plan to attend and how many others from your laboratory will 
accompany you. Announcement of this meeting will also be made in scientific 
journals. This first meeting of the ASV will be open to all virologists; 
thereafter the annual meetings of the ASV, like meetings of the American Society 
of Biological Chemists or of the Infectious Diseases Society, will be open only 
to members of the Society and their collaborators. 

Box 3020 • Durham. North Carolina 27710 • Telephone (919) 684-5138 
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Would you please return the form below to Bill Jok1ik by October 31. As 
soon as we know how many scientists are likely to attend next -surnmer1s meeting 
we will proceed with the task of organizing symposia, seminars and sessions. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

David Baltimore 
Purnell Choppin 
Harry Ginsberg 
Bob Haselkorn 
Dorothy Horstman 
Bill Jok 1 i k 
Tom Merigan 
Fred Murphy 

Bern ard Ro i zman 
Max Sumners 
Peter Vogt 
Bob Wagner 
"Ju 1 i Youngner 
,Milt Zaitlin 
Norton Zinder 

(~) I would like to become a Charter Member of the ASV 

0 " Yes DNo 
(b) Check for $25 enclosed 

.0 Yes 

(c) I will attend the first Annual Meeting of the ASV at Cornell, Ithaca, on 
August 2-5, 1982 

DYes DNa 
(d) I will be accompanied by _ colleagues 

Please return to: 
Dr. W. K. Jok1ik 
Department of Microbiology and 

Immunology 
Box 3020 
Duke University Medical Center 
Durham, NC 27710 

Name (please type or print 



ASIA News 10 November 1981 ASMSCEN,E 

A Special Message from the 
President 

An issue of some consequence to ASM has 
arisen: the plan of some of our members to form 
a new organization of virologists. 

Late this spring the officers of ASM received 
information that a survey had been made of a 
sample of virologists to test whether there was 
enthusiasm for forming a virology association. 
The survey indicated considerable interest, and 
an exploratory meeting was therefore held on 
9 June 1981 at O'Hare International Inn, Chi
cago, Ill. Wolfgang Joklik extended an invitation 
to Albert Balows, John Sherris, and me to attend 
this meeting on behalf of ASM as observers and 
discussants. AU three of us accepted. 

The meeting was opened with an address by 
Bill Joklik. Morning and afternoon discussion 
sessions (chaired by Julius Y oungner and Harry 
Ginsberg, respectiveJy) provided a means for the 
some 50 attendees to address the questions What 
is the need for an organization of virologists? 
What form and function might a new society 
have? and What would be its relation to ASM? 

As ASM officers, AI, John, and I were there 
first of all to listen. We heard many statements 
addressed to the need for a new organization. 
Some statements were concerned with philoso
phy and included the opinions (i) that virology 
today has less affinity with microbiology and 
more with cell and molecular biology and is suf
ficiently independent in a scientific sense to go it 
alone and (ii) that the furtherance of virology 
might best be served by an organization com
posed exclusively of viroJogists who had met 
entrance requirements stricter than those of 
ASM. Other statements were quite pragmatic: 
(iii) that ASM is not serving the needs of virolo
gists, particularly in the area of scientific meet
ings, and (iv) that virology is not adequately rep
resented in the goverance of ASM. 

Your officers vigorously questioned premises 
(i) and (ii). We also responded to the pragmatic 
points by indicating how virologists already 
benefit greatly from our society and how they 

460 

can have ASM serve their needs even more fully. 
We held quite different views from most of the 
attendees. In the end they endorsed a plan to 
begin organizing a new society. 

The form of the new group is not yet fixed, nor 
is its relationship to ASM. The organizing com
mittee, headed by Harry Ginsberg and Bill Jok
lik, is charged with drafting more definite plans. 

I view a new society of the general sort talked 
about in Chicago to be ill-advised. It is unneces
sary for the growth and maturation of modern 
virology, and it holds several possibilities for a 
weakening of organized microbiology, including 
virology. 

On the other hand, I do not discount the ex
pressions of dissatisfaction I heard in Chicago. I 
have taken steps that address each of the com
plaints I heard. Moreover, ASM can scarcely 
point to more active and devoted members than 
Harry Ginsberg and Bill Joklik. As officers 
at various times of the Virology Division, they 
have worked long and hard for ASM. In numer
ous ways each has enhanced the effectiveness 
and value of ASM. They and their many col
leagues in virology have contributed a real mea-' 
sure of distinction to the society during the past 
decade and a half. They have personally assured 
me that they intend individually to remain active 
in ASM and that they want the new virology 
organization to be closely affiliated with ASM, 
perhaps as a '~member organization" in some 
newly constructed "ASM federation." I want to 
keep these valued friends and colleagues united 
with the rest of us in ASM, but we all must 
recognize that this may not be possible. 

A meeting will be held in Ann Arbor, Mich., in 
late September or early October that will bring 
together the virology organizers with ASM of
ficers and relevant board chairpersons. A list of 
questions or specific proposals will be prepared 
in advance for discussion at the meeting. We 
look for an exchange of ideas and views-not 
decisions-at this time. The Council Policy 
Committee will receive a report at its regular 
meeting in November, and of course the entire 
Council will be kept informed of any significant 
developments and will be directly involved next 
March in Atlanta. 

A subsequent issue of the AS M News will con
tain a more complete treatment of the specific 
issues involved. For now, I want the members of 
ASM to know that, short of compromising prin
ciples that are central to ASM, I shall do every
thing possible to preserve the union. 

Frederick C. Neidhardt 









Minutes of the 

Meeting of the Steering Committee of the American Society for Virology, 

New York, January 7, 1982 

1. The Committee met at 11 a.m. in Dr. Harold Ginsberg's office at 701 One 

Sixty-eighth Street. Those present were Drs. Harry Ginsberg, Bob Haselkorn, 

Dorothy Horstman, Bill Joklik, Fred Murphy, Max Summers, and Milt Zaitlin. 

2. The two principal items of discussion were: 

a) Expansion of membership. It was resolved that each of the original charter 

members of the Society be invited to nominate one additional member. Each new 

member would signify his/her intention of joining by submitting the joining fee 

of $25 by March 15. 

b) The meeting at Cornell (August 2-5, 1982) was planned. There will be a 

symposium on each of the four mornings. The symposia will be: 

1. Genome Structure and Expression 

2. Mechanisms of Infection 

3. Transformation and Persistence 

4. Epidemiology and Ecology 

These Symposia, each with three speakers, will be chaired by Bill Joklik, 

Dorothy Horstman, Harry Ginsberg, and Fred Murphy, respectively. Six names were 

suggested for each symposium and Bill Jok1ik is to contact and invite the 

speakers. The first Symposium will be preceded by a 30 minute Introductory 

Business Meeting at Which the history of and rationale for founding the Society 

will be discussed. 

Monday afternoon, Tuesday evening and Wednesday afternoon will be devoted 

to Workshop Sessions (3 hours or, at night, open-ended). The workshops will be 

as follows: 

Poxviruses and 

Iridoviruses 

Herpesviruses 

Adenoviruses 

Papovaviruses 

Parvoviruses 

Plant viruses 

Insect viruses 

Bacterial viruses 

Mycoviruses 

Picornaviruses 

Togaviruses 

dsRNA viruses 

Negative-stranded 

RNA viruses 

Retroviruses 

Arenaviruses 

Coronaviruses 

Clinical Virology/Immunoviro!ogy 

Diagnostics 

Antivirals/Interferon 

Veterinary viruses 

Viral hemorrhagic fevers 

Arboviruses 

Arthropod virus vectors 



There will be an informal mixer on Sunday evening when most people will 

arrive. Monday evening is free, as is Wednesday evening, when there will be a 

cocktail party. At 2 p.m. on Tuesday afternoon there will be a Business Meeting 

to discuss and adopt a Constitution, elect Officers and Committee Members, 

select the location of the next Annual Meeting, and to transact any other 

business. 

The meeting adjourned at 3 p.m. 





DepaTlmeni of Microbiology 
and Immunology 

Dear Colleague: 

DUKE UNIVER,SIlY MEDICAL CENTER 
"- FEe I c:s~""' 

Here is an update concerning the new American Society for Virology. A 
Steering Committee composed of Harry Ginsberg, Bob Haselkorn, Dorothy Horstman, 
Bill Joklik, Fred Murphy, Max Summers and Milt Zaitlin has ' met twice in order to 
chart plans for founding the Society and to organize the first annual meeting. 

1. Invitations were sent to 650 virologists to become Charter Members of the 
Society. Four hundred and five members have replied and sent their $25 joining 
fee. These 405 members constitute the founding members of the Society. 

2. We are taking steps to register and incorporate the Society and to obtain 
tax exempt status for it. Once the Society is incorporated, your checks will be 
deposited; your cancelled checks will be your receipt unless you specifically 
request one. 

3. Only a handful (less than 10) of those invited to be Charter Members have 
declined in writing. About 230 of those who were invited to become Charter 
Members have not yet replied. Would you please indicate to Bill Joklik whether 
you wish to join and send him your $25, or advise him in writing that you do not 
wish to become a member of the new Society. If we have not heard from you by 
March 1 we will assume you do not wish to be associated with the new Society. 

4. In order to expand the membership we would like to invite each member to 
nominate one other virologist to also become a Charter Member. Criteria for 
membership are demonstrated expertise as indicated by a good bibliography, the 
award of research grants, or being in charge of laboratories. A list of the 650 
who were invited to become Charter Members in November is enclosed. Please 
transmit the letter that I enclose to your nominee with the request to return 
the attached form to Bill Jokl{k together with the $25 joining fee. All those 
who signify in writing that they wish to join and send in their checks by Karch 
15 will be considered to be members of the Society. 

5. Additional members will be admitted to the Society via a nomination and 
review process that will require a nomination letter by a member of the Society, 
and submission of a Curriculum vitae and a bibliography, followed by screening 
by a Membership Review Committee that will be elected at the annual meeting of 
the Society in August (see below). 

6. The annual meeting of the Society will be held on the Campus of Cornell 
University at Ithaca from August 2-5, 1982. The first meeting of the Society 
will be open to all; indeed, the meeting is being advertised in several 
scientific journals. Subsequent meetings will be open to members of the Society 
who will be entitled to bring as many associates/guests as they wish. Thus all 
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those attending subsequent meetings must be either members of the Society or 
official guests of members. 

7. The number of participants at Cornell will be limited to 2,000. If more 
than 2,000 virologists apply to attend, it will be necessary to reject some 
applicants. First preference will be given to Charter Members and their 
associates/guests, and others will be selected on a first come-first served 

_ basis. 

8. The Meeting Program will be as follows. There will be one symposium each 
morning. three speakers per symposium (9 a.m. - 12 noon). Those who have agreed 
to speak include David Baltimore. Mike Bishop, Bernard Fields, Peter Geiduschek, 
Karl Johnson, Jan Kaper. George Miller, Tom Monath. Peter Palese, Mark Ptashne, 
Bill Robinson, and Max Summers. 

There will be .three workshop sessions, on Monday afternoon, Tuesday evening 
and Wednesday afternoon. These workshop sessions, together with the Convenors, 
will be as follows: 

Workshop 

Poxviruses and Iridoviruses 
Herpesviruses 
Adenoviruses 
Papovaviruses 
Parvoviruses 
Plant viruses 
Insect viruses 
Bacterial viruses 
Mycoviruses 
Picornaviruses 
Togaviruses 
ds RNA viruses 
Negative-stranded RNA viruses 
Retroviruses 
Arenaviruses 
Coronaviruses 
Clinical virology/Immunology 
Diagnostic virology 
Antivirals/lnterferon 
Veterinary virology 
Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers 
Arboviruses 
Arthropod virus vectors 

Convenor 

John Holowczak 
Bernard Roizman 
Harry Ginsberg 
Norman Salzman 
Barry Carter 
Bob Goodman 
Max Swmners 
Bob Haselkorn 
Paul Lemke 
Roland Rueckert 
Walter Schlesinger 
Bill Joklik 
Bob Wagner 
Peter Vogt 
Bill Rawls 
Katherine Holmes 
Ken MacIntosh 
G. D. Hsiung 
Lowell Glasgow 
Jim Gillespie 
Karl Johnson 
Bob Shope 
Bill Rochow 
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These workshops will consist of 10 min papers with 5 min for discussion. 
All those wishing to present papers are asked to contact the appropriate 
Convenor, providi ng the tit Ie of the present at ion and the names of authors. The 
Convenors will arrange submitted papers in appropriate order; if there are too 
many papers submi tted for any particular workshop it may be necessary to se lect 

,i 
those that will be presented. Abstracts will not be required. 

There will be a business meeting on Tuesday afternoon for discussion and 
adoption of a Constitution, election of officers and committee members, 
selection of the location of the next annual meeting, and the transaction of any 
other business. 

There will be an informal mixer on Sunday night and a cocktail party on 
Wednesday evening. 

9. Accommodation and meals will be provided on the campus of Cornell University 
at very reasonable rates. Rooms will also be available in nearby motels. ·An 
announcement with relevant information will be sent in the near future. It will 
also be possible to accommodate a limited number of accompanying family members. 
Reservation will be accepted on a first come-first served basis. 

10. There will be a registration fe~ of $50 to cover payments to Cornell, rent 
of meeting rooms, transportation between 'dormitories and meeting rooms, 
projectionists, coffee breaks, the Sunday night mixer, etc. 

11. Please transmit the following: 

a. The enclosed letter and form to those whom you wish to invite to join 
the Society. Please also xerox for them this letter and the Workshop 
Participation form. Please do this as soon as possible. 

b. The enclosed Workshop Participation Form to the Convenor of the Workshop 
at which you would like to present your paper . 

. Please call Bill . Joklik «919) 684-5138) if you have questions concerning 
the Society or the meeting program, or Milt Zaitlin «607) 256-3243) if you have 
questions concerning transport to and accODIDodation at Cornell. 

We hope to see you at·Cornell. Until then, with best wishes, 

Cordially, 

David Baltimore 
Purnell Choppin 
Harry Ginsberg 
Bob Haselkorn 
Dorothy Horstman 
Bill Joklik 
Tom Merigan 
Fred Murphy 

Bernard Roizman 
Max Summers 
Peter Vogt 
Bob Wagner 
Juli Youngner 
Milt Zaitlin 
Norton Zinder 



AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY 

First Annual Meeting~ Cornell University 

August 2-5 J 1982 

April 5, 1982 

Dear Colleague: 

Enclosed is registration information for the first meeting of our 
Society. We urge you to return your registration forms early; the 
interest has been phenomenal and we expect the meeting to be over
subscribed. Since registration materials are being sent principally 
to those who have been invited to become charter members, please 
feel free to duplicate the information and forms for anyone interested 
in attending. The meeting is open to all, but members and their 
immediate colleagues will be given registration priority until 
June 1. 

We are organizing the meeting along the lines of the International 
Congresses for Virology. There will be four symposia in the mornings 
(Monday through Thursday), many concurrent workshop sessions (Monday 
afternoon, Tuesday evening and Wednesday afternoon) and a business 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon. We have also arranged a number of tours 
and social activities to make your stay a pleasant one. 

We look forward to your participation and will do our best to 
make our first meeting a success. 

Yours sincerely, 

Enclosures 



PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

REGISTRATION 

American Society for Virology 
First Annual Meeting 

Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 

August 1-5, 1982 

PLEASE DUPLICATE FOR 
YOUR COLLEAGUES 

NAME: ________________________________________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS: --------------------------------------------------------------------
CITY: STATE: PHONE: -------------------------- -------------- -----------------AND ZIP 
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No refunds after July 23, 1982 are possible due to financial 
commitment to caterer, etc. 
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Dear Colleague: 
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1982. There are 4 Symposia and 27 Workshops with one, two, or three sessions 

each. The Tuesday afternoon sess ion is re,served for the Bus iness Meet ing where 
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See you in Ithaca. With best wishes, 

Cordially, -- . j Lt1\.W( 

W. K. Joklik 

WKJ/ek 
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I would like to welcome all of you to the first meeting of the 

American Society for Virology. This is an exciting and a historic 

occasion. Openings are always most interesting, and I must say that 

back when planning the first meeting of a potential American Society 

for Virology was no more than a glimmer in the eye of some of us, we 

had no idea that the response from the virology community would be as 

enthusiastic as it has been. The time that I am referring to was about 

1½ to 2 years ago, when some of us realized that the discipline of 

virology was becoming very fragmented. Virologists love to meet, get 

together, and communicate and discuss their results as much as any 

other group of scientists. Indeed, I can think of some subdisciplines 

of virology, such as the interferon workers, and I do not mean this 

unkindly, who seem to meet much more frequently than other groups of 

scientists, or at least they appeared to do so several years ago. And 

yet we realized that there was no single meeting when all virologists 

could get together. There were meetings of RNA tumor virologists, and 

herpesvirologists, and poxvirologists, and virologists working with 

negative stranded RNA viruses, and others; there were meetings for 

bacterial virologists and plant virologists; there were meetings of 

veterinary virologists and meetings of the Infectious Disease Society; 

but the annual meeting of the one society where the intellectual home 

of all or most virologists had been since the late 1960s, namely the 

American Society for Microbiology, no longer attracted more than a 

smattering of virologists. Yet in other respects the discipline of 

virology was in excellent shape and becoming stronger all the time. It 

was at the forefront of molecular biology and is now in the forefront 

of the new biology that has been rendered accessible by recombinant 

DNA and hybridoma technologies. The discipline of virology commands an 

equitable share of the resources provided by NIH, NCI, the ACS, and 

other funding agencies; and it is well served by journals, for the two 

premier virology journals in the United States, Virology and the 

Journal of Virology are flourishing and recognized as peer review 

journals of the highest quality. 

It seemed therefore that the time was ripe to arrange an annual 

forum at which all virologists, plant virologists, insect virologists, 

bacterial virologists, vertebrate virologists, mammalian virologists; 

basic virologists and clinical virologists; could all meet to listen, 

discuss, and learn. And it seemed that the best way of realizing this 

goal was to found a society, the American Society for Virology, the 



primary aim of which, at least during its initial stages, would be the 

organizing of an annual meeting for this purpose. 

 

After airing this proposition during the course of numerous 

informal meetings and discussions, and I will discuss the background 

of this in some more detail at the business session tomorrow 

afternoon, a meeting was held in Chicago about 14 months ago at which 

it was resolved to found an American Society for Virology and to 

proceed with steps to organize its first annual meeting. A committee 

was set up on which there were representatives of the major groups or 

subspecialties of virologists. This committee consisted of Dorothy 

Horstman representing clinical virologists, Fred Murphy representing 

veterinary virologists, Harry Ginsberg and myself representing more 

basic aspects of vertebrate virology, Max Summers representing insect 

virologists, Bob Haselkorn representing bacterial virologists, and 

Milt Zaitlin representing plant virologists. We met a couple of times 

in New York and decided that the first meeting of the American Society 

for Virology should be held on a college campus. We were sick and 

tired of meetings in big cities with all distractions and 

inconveniences that a city like New York or Los Angeles or New Orleans 

has. Rather, we decided to go for a college campus. I sincerely hope 

that our judgement will be vindicated by our choice of Cornell as the 

locale of the first meeting, which was suggested by Milt Zaitlin.  

 

Milt has done an enormous amount of work, and he will have some 

announcements in a couple of minutes. As for the organization of the 

scientific program, which I undertook, there were several 

considerations. It seemed that the program format developed by the 

International Congresses of Virology was really very successful: there 

were to be a series of symposia and there were to be a series of 

workshops. It seemed most desirable to have simply one series of 

symposia at which we could all meet and in which leaders of various 

fields described the current state of the art. I was enormously 

grateful by the response that I had from symposia speakers; almost all 

scientists whom I asked to give symposium talks agreed to do so and I 

think that you will agree that we have a superb slate for our four 

symposia. As for the workshops, the objective was to provide a forum 

for two purposes. The first was to provide a forum for what I refer to 

as the specialty groups or subdisciplines, namely the 

herpesvirologists, the poxvirologists, the retrovirologists, and so 

on, who generally meet in various locations around the country, at 

different times; the purpose was to provide a forum for them so that 

they could share in each other’s discussions. The second was to 

provide a forum for discussions that slice through virology along a 

different cross-section; that is, to include workshops on topics such 



as viral membranes, structural virology, viral diagnostics, viral 

hemorrhagic fevers, and the like. Each of these workshops was to be 

organized by a convenor, a scientist well known in the field who would 

group the papers as they were submitted according to interest 

affinities as he or she saw fit. In asking scientists to act as 

convenors I was even more successful: not a single scientist whom I 

asked to act as convenor of a workshop turned me down.  

 

This then is a brief background to this meeting. The response has 

exceeded our most sanguine expectations; about 1,000 scientists have 

registered, and there are more than 550 papers. In numerous workshops 

there are three sessions with a maximum number of papers in each, 

which means that in future years we will have to hold concurrent 

sessions or poster sessions, or whatever. Not bad for the first 

meeting of our fledgling new Society. 

 

Now I would like to call on Milt Zaitlin, our host, who has been 

responsible for organizing this meeting at the local level. Milt… 



























































































































































Animal Virologists 
Dr. Stuart A. Aaronson 
Dr. Ralph B. Arlinghaus 
Dr. Susan M. Astrin 
Dr. J. Thomas August 
Dr. R. Bablanian 
Dr. Steven L. Bachenheimer 
Dr. Howard L. Bachrach 
Dr . J. P. Bader 
Dr. Corrado Baglioni 
Dr. L. Andrew Ball 
Dr. David Baltimore 
Dr. Marcel A. Baluda 
Dr. A. K. Banerjee 
Dr. Samuel Baron 
Dr . Claudio Basilico 
Dr. R. H. Bassin 
Dr. William Bauer 
Dr. William J. Bean, Jr. 
Dr. Joseph W. Beard 
Dr. George S. Beaudreau 
Dr. Karen L. Beemor 
Dr. Tamar Ben-Porat 
Dr. Pau I Berg 
Dr. Arnold J. Berk 
Dr. Kenneth I. Berns 
Dr. D. H. L. Bishop 
Dr. J. Michael Bishop 
Dr. Paul H. Black 
Dr. Baruch S. Blumberg 
Dr. David E. Boettiger 
Dr. Dan i P. Bo 1 ognes j 
Dr . Michael R. Botchan 
Dr. Michael A. Bratt 
Dr. Tom Broker 
Dr. Arthur Brown 
Dr. Dennis T. Brown 
Dr . Joan S. Brugge 
Dr. Cl ayton A. Buck 
Dr. Janet S. Butel 
Dr . Lawrence A. Caliguiri 
Dr. Jordi Casals 
Dr. Donald L. Caspar 
Dr. Robert M. Chanock 
Dr. Purnell W. Choppin 
Dr. Louise T. Chow 
Dr . John M. Coffin 
Dr . Gary H. Cohen 
Dr . Jeffrey J. Collins 
Dr. John S. Colter 
Dr. Richard W. Compans 
Dr. Richard A. Consigl; 
Dr. Geoffrey M. Cooper 
Dr. Richard J . Courtney 
Dr . Richard L. Crowell 
Dr. Samuel Dales 
Dr. James E. Oarnell, Jr. 
Dr. Norman R. Davidson 
Dr . Vittorio Defendi 
Dr. F. Defilippes 
Dr. Kenneth B. DeOme 
Dr. Melvin l. DePamphilis 
Dr. Robert M. Dougherty 
Dr. Walter R. Dowdle 
Dr . D. R. Dubbs 
Dr. Peter H. Duesberg 
Dr. Walter Eckhart 
Dr. Robert N. Eisenman 
Dr. Elvera Ehrenfeld 
Dr. Suzanne U. Emerson 
Dr. Raymond L. Erikson 

Members of the American Society for Virology at the time of its first meeting. 1982 
Dr. Joe Esposito Dr. Alice S. Huang 
Dr. Myron Essex Dr. Eng-Shang Huang 
Dr . M. K. Estes Dr. Robert J . Huebner 
Dr. Hung Y. Fan Dr. Anthony R. Hunter 
Dr. Anthony J . Faras Dr. Eric Hunter 
Dr. George C. Fareed Dr. Jerard Hurwitz 
Dr . Peter Faulkner Dr. James N. Ihle 
Dr. Jorge F. Ferrer Dr. W. K. Joklik 
Dr. Bernard N. Fields Dr. William S. Jordan 
Dr. P. J. Fischinger Dr. A. R. Kalica 
Dr. Erwin J. Fleissner Dr. Albert S. Kaplan 
Dr. S. Jane Flint Dr. Henry S. Kaplan 
Dr. C. Fred Fox Dr. A. Z. Kapikian 
Dr. Robert M. Friedman Dr. Joseph Kates 
Dr . Charlotte Friend Dr. Jack D. Keene 
Dr. Yasuhiro Furuichi Dr. Thomas J . Kelly 
Dr. D. C. Gajdusek Dr. Alan P. Kendal 
Dr. George J . Galasso Or. George Khoury 
Dr . Robert C. Gallo Dr. Elliott Kieff 
Dr. Murray B. Gardner Dr. Edward D. Kilbourne 
Dr. C. F. Garon Dr. David T. Kingsbury 
Dr. Lawrence D. Gelb Dr. David W. Kingsbury 
Dr. Glenn A. Gentry Dr. W. H. Kirsten 
Dr. Raymond F. Gesteland Dr. Saul Kit 
Dr. Clarence J. Gibbs, Jr. Dr. Daniel F. Klessig 
Dr. Wade Gibson Dr. E. Knight, Jr. 
Dr. G. E. Gifford Dr. Dennis L. Knudson 
Dr. R. Gilden Dr. Hilary Koprowski 
Dr. Harold S. Ginsberg Dr . B. D. Korant 
Dr. M. Ronald Glaser Dr. Marilyn S. Kozak 
Dr . Lawrence M. Gold Dr. Robert W. Krug 
Dr. Allan R. Goldberg Dr. Louis S. Kucera 
Dr. P. J. Gomatos Dr. Michael M. Lai 
Dr. Irving Gordon Dr. R. A. Lamb 
Dr. A. F. Graham Dr. Frank R. Landsberger 
Dr. Duane P. Grandgenett Dr. Etienne Y. Lasfargues 
Dr. Allan Granoff Dr. Robert A. Lazzarini 
Dr. Maurice Green Dr. S. S. Kefkowitz 
Dr . Sidney E. Grossberg Dr. Peter Lengyel 
Dr. Ramraddy Guntaka Dr. Richard A. Lerner 
Dr. Mary W. Gutai Dr. Arnold J. Levine 
Dr. Ashley T. Haase Dr. W. Levinson 
Dr. A. J. Hackett Dr. Leon Levintow 
Dr. William W. Hall Dr. A. M. Lewis, Jr. 
Dr. Jules V. Hallum Dr. Hilton B. Levy 
Dr. Michael Halpern Dr. Jay A. Levy 
Dr. Hidesaburo Hanafusa Dr. Frank Lilly 
Dr. Roger Hand Dr. Maxine Linial 
Dr . William D. Hardy Dr. David M. Livingston 
Dr. Stephen C. Harrison Dr. Royce Lockart, Jr . 
Dr. J. W. Hartley Dr. Harvey F. Lodish 
Dr. William A. Haseltine Dr. Philip C. Loh 
Dr. M. Hatanaka Dr. K. Lonberg-Holm 
Dr. Edward A. Havell Dr. Douglas R. Lowy 
Dr. Edward C. Hayes Dr. Jean M. Lucas-Lenard 
Dr. Gary S. Hayward Dr. Ronald B. Luftig 
Dr. William S. Hayward Dr. P. D. Lukert 
Dr . Gertrude Henle Dr . J. K. McDougall 
Dr . W. Henle Dr. Leroy C. McLaren 
Dr. Maurice R. Hilleman Dr. W. E. Magee 
Dr. Harry C. Hinze Dr. J . V. Maizel 
Dr. George K. Hirst Dr. B. I'landel 
Dr. Monto Ho Dr. Philip I . Marcus 
Dr . John J. Holland Dr. G. Steven Martin 
Dr. Katherine V. Holmes Dr. Malcolm A. Martin 
Dr. Randall K. Holmes Dr. William S. Mason 
Dr. John A. Holowczak Dr . r~ichael B. Mathews 
Dr. Nancy H. Hopkins Dr. Heather D. Mayor 
Dr. Marshall S. Horwitz Dr . Giampiero di Mayorca 
Dr. J . E. Hotchin Dr . Joseph l. Melnick 
Dr . Calderon Howe 

Dr. S. Millward 
Dr. Carlo Moscovici 
Dr . Bernard Moss 
Dr . Richard W. Moyer 
Dr. Sue A. Moyer 
Dr. Carol Mulder 
Dr. Frederick A. Murphy 
Dr. Daniel Nathans 
Dr. Neal Nathanson 
Dr. Debi P. Nayak 
Dr. Paul E. Neiman 
Dr. J . E. Newbold 
Dr. Meihan Nonoyama 
Dr . Abner L. Notkins 
Dr. Robert C. Nowinski 
Dr. J. F. Dbijeski 
Dr. Dennis J . O'Callaghan 
Dr. Michael B.A. Oldstone 
Dr. R. G. Olsen 
Dr. S. Oroszlan 
Dr. June E. Osborn 
Dr. Michael N. Oxman 
Dr . B. Padgett 
Dr. Joseph S. Pagano 
Dr . Peter Palese 
Dr. Enzo Paoletti 
Dr. Wade P. Parks 
Dr. John T. Parsons 
Dr. F. E. Payne 
Dr. Charles J. Pfau 
Dr. E. R. Pfefferkorn 
Dr. Bruce A. Phillips 
Dr. Theodore P. Pincus 
Dr. Abraham Pinter 
Dr. Paula M. Pitha 
Dr. Stanley A. Plotkin 
Dr. Beatriz G. Pogo 
Dr. Robert .E. Pollack 
Dr. Morris Pollard 
Dr . Marcel W. Pons 
Dr. Allen Portner 
Dr . L. A. Prevec 
Dr. Alfred M. Prince 
Dr. William W. Prusoff 
Dr. Robert H. Purcell 
Dr. Robert F. Ramig 
Dr. Olarles C. Randall 
Dr. Fred Rapp 
Dr . Karel Raska, Jr. 
Dr. Heschel J. Raskas 
Dr. M. E. Reichmann 
Dr. David M. Rekosh 
Dr. J. S. Rhim 
Dr. Marvin A. Rich 
Dr. Vernon T. Riley 
Dr. J. A. Robb 
Dr. Phillips W. Robbins 
Dr . Hugh D. Robertson 
Dr. Harriet L. Robinson 
Dr. William S. Robinson 
Dr. Robert G. Roeder 
Dr. Larry R. Rohrschneider 
Dr. Bernard Roizman 
Dr . J. A. Rose 
Dr . H. Rouhandeh 
Dr . H. C. Rouse 
Dr. Wallace P. Rowe 
Dr. Ha rry Rubi n 
Dr. Roland R. Rueckert 
Dr. Philip K. Russell 

Dr. D. T. Sagik 
Dr. Norman P. Salzman 
Dr. Joseph Sambrook 
Dr. Charles E. Samuel 
Dr. Nurul H. Sarkar 
Dr . P. S. Sanna 
Dr . William D. Sawyer 
Dr. F. L. Schaffer 
Dr. Priscilla A. Schaffer 
Dr. Andreas Scheid 
Dr. William F. Scherer 
Dr. Milton J. Schlesinger 
Dr. R. Walter Schlesinger 
Dr . Sondra Schlesinger 
Dr. Nathalie J. Schmidt 
Dr. G. Schochetman 
Dr . Jerome L. Schulman 
Dr . Irene T. Schulze 
Dr. G. C. Sen 
Dr. Phillip A. Sharp 
Dr. Aaron J. Shatkin 
Dr. J. B. Sheffield 
Dr. R. Sheinin 
Dr. Thomas E. Shenk 
Dr. Robert E. Shope 
Dr. l. R. Sibal 
Dr. Samuel C. Silverstein 
Dr. Saul J. Silverstein 
Dr. E. H. Simon 
Dr . Robert W. Simpson 
Dr. Ralph E. Smith 
Dr. Patricia G. Spear 
Dr. Rex S. Spendlove 
Dr. Sol Spiegelman 
Dr . J. R. Stephenson 
Dr. Jack G. Stevens 
Dr. William E. Stewart II 
Dr. Victor Stollar 
Dr. C. M. Stoltzfus 
Dr. James H. Strauss 
Dr. W. A. Strohl 
Dr. Jack L. Strominger 
Dr . Bill Sugden 
Dr. Donald F. Summers 
Dr. Jesse W. Summers 
Dr . William C. Summers 
Dr. K. K. Takemoto 
Dr. Igor Tamm 
Dr. Y. H. Tan 
Dr. John M. Taylor 
Dr. Peter J. Tegtmeyer 
Dr. Howard M. Temin 
Dr. R. W. Tennant 
Dr. Allan M. Tereba 
Dr . Daniel R. Tershak 
Dr. Satvir S. Tevethia 
Dr. Robert Thach 
Dr. Clark J. Tibbetts 
Dr. Robert Tjian 
Dr. George J . Todaro 
Dr. J. J. Trentin 
Dr. G. F. Vandewoude 
Dr . Harold E. Vannus 
Dr. Leland F. Velicer 
Dr. Inder M. Verma 
Dr. Jan Vi lcek 
Dr. Peter K. Vogt 
Dr. Edward K. Wagner 
Dr. Robert R. Wagner 
Dr. Duard L. Walker 
Dr . David C. Ward 
Dr . ,James D. Wa tson 



Dr. Robert G. Webster 
Dr. Robert A. Weinberg 
Dr. Roberto Veinmann 
Dr. A. Weissbach 
Dr. Sherman M. Weissman 
Dr. Herbert A. Wenner 
Dr . Gail T. Wertz 
Dr . H. Westphal 
Dr . E. Frederick Wheelock 
Dr. W. C. Wilcox 
Dr. Don C. Wiley 
Dr. Eckard A. Wimmer 
Dr. William 5. Wold 
Dr. D. 5. Yohn 
Dr. Julius S. Youngner 
Dr. Edward B. Ziff 

Bacterial Virologists 
Dr . H. W. Ackermann 
Dr. Sankar Adhya 
Dr . Bruce M. Alberts 
Dr . Dwight L. Anderson 
Dr. Andrew Becker 
Dr . Lindsay W. Black 
Dr. Vernon C. Bode 
Dr . David Botstein 
Dr . Charles C. Brinton, Jr. 
Dr. A. I. Bukhari 
Dr. Richard Calendar 
Dr. Allen M. Campbell 
Dr. Sherwood R. Casjens 
Dr. Sewell P. Champe 
Dr. August H. Doermann 
Dr . Henry Drexler 
Dr . K. Ebisuzaki 
Dr . Harrison Echols 
Dr. A. Eisenstark 
Or . Frederick A. Eiserling 
Dr. Naomi C. Franklin 
Dr . Peter Geiduschek 
Dr. G. Nigel Godson 
Dr . Edward B. Goldberg 
Dr. Neal B. G"oman 
Dr. Robert Haselkorn 
Dr. Masaki Hayashi 
Dr . Ira Herskowitz 
Dr. Martha Howe 
Dr . Jonathan King 
Dr. Andrezej W. Kozinski 
Dr . Lloyd M. Kozloff 
Dr. Seymour Lederberg 
Dr. M. Lieb 
Dr. Salvadore E. Luria 
Dr. D. J . McCorquodale 
Dr. Jack Maniloff 
Dr . Christopher K. Mathews 
Dr . Leonard E. Mlndich 
Dr. Gisela Mosig 
Dr. Helios Murlaldo 
Dr. Jacques J . Pene 
Dr. Mark Ptashne 
Dr . Dan 5. Ray 
Dr. Helen R. Revel 
Dr . W. R. Romig 
Dr. lucia B. Rothman-Denes 
Dr. June R. Scott 
Dr. Philip Serwer 
Or. lee D. Simon 
Dr . Erich W. Six 
Dr . Gerald R. Smith 
Dr . Peter Snustad 

Dr . Franklin W. Stahl 
Dr . Joan A. Steitz 
Dr. Gunther 5. Stent 
Dr. F. William Studier 
Or. Wac law Szybalski 
Or. Huber R. Warner 
Dr . R. E. Webster 
Dr. Robert Weisberg 
Dr. Helen R. Whiteley 
Dr. John S. Wiberg 
Dr . William B. Wood 
Dr. Norton D. Zinder 
Or . David Zipser 

Clinical Virologists 
Dr. E. Russell Alexander 
Dr. Charles A. Alford 
Dr . Henry H. BalfOUr, Jr. 
Dr. Stephen G. Baum 
Dr. Marc O. Beem 
Dr. Neil R. Blacklow 
Or . Philip Brunell 
Or . Edward l. Buescher 
Dr. David H. Carver 
Dr. Thomas R. Cate 
Dr . James D. Cherry 
Dr. Tom D.Y. Chin 
Dr. Louis Z. Cooper 
Dr . Robert B. Couch 
Dr. T. Timothy Crocker 
Or. Clyde S. Crumpacker 
Or. Elliot C. Dick 
Dr. R. Gordon Douglas, Jr. 
Dr. Wilbur G. Downs 
Dr. Francis A. Ennis 
Dr. Alfred S. Evans 
Dr . Hjordis M. Foy 
Dr. Anne A. Gershon 
Dr . Lowell A. GlasgOl-
Dr. W. Paul Glezen 
Dr . Carolin B. Hall 
Dr . Scott B. Halstead 
Dr. James B. Hanshaw 
Dr. Horace l . Hodes 
Dr. Dorothy HOrstmann 
Dr. Gueh-DJen Hsiung 
Dr. George G. Jackson 
Dr. Karl M. Johnson 
Dr. David T. Karzon 
Or. Michael Katz 
Dr. Samuel L. Katz 
Dr. Sidney Kibrick 
Dr. Vernon Knight 
Or. Saul Krugman 
Dr . David J . lang 
Dr . Edwin H. Lennette 
Dr. Martha Lepow 
Dr . A. Martin Lerner 
Dr. Myron J. Levin 
Dr. Calvin C. Linnemann 
Dr. Robert M. McAllister 
Dr. K. McIntosh 
Dr. T. C. Merigan 
Dr. I. George Miller . Jr . 
Dr. Thomas P. Monath 
Or. Arnold S. Monto 
Dr . Andre J. Nahmias 
Dr . George A. Nanker vi s 
Or . James J, ~ Jip'~~"",~n 

Dr . Pearay L. Og ra 
Dr. Robert H. Parrott 

Dr . George Ray 
Dr. Frederick C. Robbins 
Dr . Leon Rosen 
Dr. Ann Schluederberg 
Dr. John l. Sever 
Or . Alexis Shelokov 
Dr . Sergio Stagno 
Dr. J. W. St . Geme. Jr. 
Dr. Franklin H. Top, Jr. 
Dr. Catherine Wilfert 
Or. Harry T. Wright. Jr. 

Insect Virologists 
Or. S. Bllmora 
Dr . E. Carstens 
Dr . Peter Faulkner 
Dr . Robert Granados 
Dr. C. Y. Kawanishi 
Dr. Dennis l . Knudson 
Dr. P. Krell 
Or. E. Kurstak 
Or . J. E. Maruniak 
Dr. Lois K. Miller 
Dr . G. Rohrman 
Dr . Gale Smith 
Or. D. B. Stoltz 
Dr . t~ax D. Summers 
Dr . Loy Volkman 
Dr. A. Wood 

Plant Virologfsts 
Dr . J. B. Bancroft 
Dr. Ernest E. Banttarf 
Dr . O. W. Barnett, Jr. 
Or. Roger N. Beachy 
Dr. Robert F. Boarth, Jr . 
Dr. O. F. Bradfute 
Or . Myron K. Brakke 
Or. George Bruening 
Or . Thomas W. Carroll 
Or . W. O. Dawson 
Or. P. R. Desjardins 
Dr. Gustaaf DeZoeten 
Or. Elizabeth Dickson 
Or. T. O. Diener 
Or. J. E. Duffus 
Dr. Richard E. Ford 
Dr. H. Fraenkel-Conrat 
Or. J. P. Fulton 
Dr. Robert W. Fulton 
Dr. Steven M. Garnsey 
Dr. Said A. Ghabriel 
Or. Clifford C. Gill 
Dr. Dennis Gonsalves 
Dr . Robert M. Goodman 
Or. Donald E. Gordon 
Dr. T. J. Guilfoyle 
Dr . Tim Hall 
Dr. R. I. Hami lton 
Dr. R. O. Hampton 
Dr. V. Hari 
Dr. Ernest Hiebert 
Dr . Steve Howell 
Dr. Andrew O. Jackson 
Or . Henry K. Jedlinski 
Dr. Jack Johnson 
Dr. Paul Kaesberg 
Dr . J. M, Kaper 
Dr. Cedric W. Kuhn 
Or. leslie C. lane 
Dr. Roberg H. Lawson 
Dr. Richard M. lister 

Dr . Karl Maramorosch 
Dr. Gaylord I. Mink 
Or. J . T. Morris 
Dr. H. H. Murakishi 
Dr . Merritt R. Nelson 
Dr . C. L. Niblett 
Dr . Donald l. Nuss 
Dr . lawrence E. Pelcher 
Dr. Thomas P. Pirone 
Or. Dan E. PurcHull 
Dr. William Rochow 
Or . Michael Rossman 
Dr . David E. Schlegel 
Dr. Howard Scott 
Dr. O. P. Sehgal 
Dr . J . S. Semancik 
Dr. T. A. Sha 11 a 
Dr. John G. Shaw 
Or. James F: She~ard 
Dr. Robert Shepard 
Dr. Albert Siegel 
Dr. R. Stace-Smith 
Dr. Russell l. Steere 
Dr . Sue Ann Tolin 
Dr. J. H. Tremaine 
Or. Jerry K. Uyemoto 
Dr. Robley C. Williams 
Dr . Milton Zaftlin 
Or. F. William Zettler 
Dr. Tom Zitter 

Veterinary Virologists 
Dr . M. J. Appel 
Dr. G. M. Baer 
Dr . B. Beaty 
Dr . P. N. Bhatt 
Or . l. H. Blnn 
Or. J. l. Bittle 
Dr. C. Blair 
Or. E. H. Boh I 
Or . D. Burger 
Dr . C. H. Calisher 
Dr . J. J. Ca 11 is 
Dr. B. W. Calnek 
Dr. l. E. Carmichael 
Dr. H. F. C I a rk 
Dr . l. Coggi ns 
Dr. R. A. Crandell 
Or. J. M. Dalrymple 
Dr. A. H. Dardlri 
Or. J . B. Derbyshire 
Dr. R. E. Dierks 
Dr. B. C. Easter·jay 
Dr. G. A. Eddy 
Dr . A. K. Engster 
Dr. J. H. Gainer 
Or. J.P . H. Gibbs 
Dr. J. H. Gillespie 
Dr. J. R. Gorham 
Dr. J. B. Gratzek 
Dr . J . H. Graves 
Dr . R. P. Hanson 
Dr. J. l. Ha rdy 
Dr. R. l. Heberling 
Dr . C. J. IsseI 
~r . Peter Jahrling 
Dr. D. E. Kahn 
Dr. R. F. Ka hrs 
Or . S. S. Kalter 
Dr. S. H. Madin 
Dr. R. Maes 
Dr. C. J. Marp 

Dr . R. F. ~'arsh 
Dr. Joseph McCormICk 
Dr. P. D. McKercher 
Dr. C. Mebus 
Or. W. l. Mengeling 
Or. O. Narayan 
Or. N. Pedersen 
Dr. C. J. Peters 
Or. B. S. Pomeroy 
Dr. G. C. Poppensiek 
Dr. G. H. Purchase 
Dr. W. Rawls 
Or . D. Reed 
Or. B. D. Rosenquist 
Dr. D. T. Rouse 
Dr. F. W. S::J tt 
LJr. lesl ip S"<'llce 
Dr. J. Storz 
Dr. D. W. Trent 
Dr . T. E. Wa lton 
Dr. W. G. Winkler 
Dr. K. Wolf 
Dr . G. M. Woo de 
Dr. T. M. Yuill 

Dr. Robert Bozar th 
Dr. Paul Lemke 



DUKE UNIVERSIlY MFDICAL CENTER 

Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology 
Office of the Chairman 

Dr. Frederick A. Murphy, Dean 
College of Veterinary Medicine 

and Biomedical Sciences 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, co 80523 

Dear Fred: 

August 19, 1982 

I enclose the minutes of the meeting of the Council of the ASV in Ithaca. 

Our next meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 21, in the 
office of Harry Ginsberg (Room 1208, Hammer Health Sciences Building, 701 West 
l68th Street and Fort Washington Avenue). The meeting should be over by 5 p.m. 
or shortly thereafter. 

I have sent out invitations for ASV members to serve on the Meetings and 
Program Committee, the Membership Review Committee, the Charter and By-Laws 
Committee and the Finance Committee; and I have asked Ken McIntosh, Al Wood, 
Bernie Fields and George Miller to chair these committees respectively. Each 
committee will have two Council members on it, but the Chairman will in each 
case not be a Council member. When those whom I have invited to serve have 
replied, I will so inform these four Chairmen and they will then get these 
committees working. We will also have to appoint a Nominating Committee, but 
this is not a pressing matter. 

Lee Velicer is doing a fine job exploring the suitability of the Michigan 
State University campus for our meeting next summer. The times that he has 
suggested are the week of June 26 or the week of July 10, probably the latter. 
It looks like fairly clear sailing. 

Please let me and Harry know whether you will be able to attend the New 
York meeting. Hoping to see you there, with best wishes, 

WKJ/kge 

Cordially, 

Dr. W. K. Joklik 
Chairman 

Box 3020. Durham, North Carolina 27710 • Telephone (919) 684-5138 



AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY/CORNELL UNIVERSITY - A~gust 2-5, 1982 

Minutes of Business Meeting 
Statler Auditorium 
3 August 1982 
.2:00 p.m. 

1. The meeting was called to order by W. Jokl ik, acting as interim chairma.n. 
Approximately 700 virologists were present. F. Murphy was appointed as 
temporary recordi ng secretary. 

2. W. Joklik reviewed the i~sues leading to the founding of the Society; these 
included a decline in attendance of virologists at ASM meetings, changes in 
virologic research and the rise of affinity groups for new specialty subjects; 
and the expressed wish of virologists to have a national meeting to complement ·: 
and/or bring together these specialty groups. W. Joklik described the initial 
planning meetings and the decisions reached which eventually led to this First 
Annual Meeti"ng of the American Society for Viro.logy at Cornell. 

3. H. Joklik described progress toward incorporation of the Soci~ety and establish
ment with the IRS of its tax-free status. These matters will be completed 
in a few months. 

4. Membership qualifications were debated. The rather re~trictive scheme of the 
American Society of Biological Chemists was reviewed by W. Joklik. K. 
M.aramorosch urged that qualifications not require three years of postdoctoral 
experience. N. linder urged that there. be no qualifications set--that appli
cation ;s enough evi'dence of interest. H. Ginsberg commented that membership 
should be limited to working virologists--that a scholar.ly society should have 
some restrictions. N. Zinder responded that a CV review by a Membership 
Committee would be enough--that restriction to Ph.D. 's and requirement for 
letters of nomination were excessive. W. Joklik urged that the Society steer 
a middle course between the ASM and rDSA systems, and that a Membership 
Committee be established to review the CV and bibliography of applicants 
(against an established set of criteria). The first Membership Committee 
would be charged with developing the details of this system, and' with estab
lishing categories of Emeritus membership and perhaps Student or Associate 
Membership. Later in the meeting, the membership was polled (by a show of 
hands)--there was overwhelming preference for restriction of membership by 
a minimal review of CV and bibliography of applicants by the Membership 
Committee. 

5. Financial Report: The attached financial statement was discussed--it was made 
clear that the solvency of the Society at this point is partly due to the ' 
fact that many expenditures were not charged. W. Joklik stated that a Finance 
Committee would be appointed and charged with reviewing financial matters 
with the Treasurer, setting the annual dues, and soliciting funds from 
commercial. sources. 
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6. M. Zaitlin reviewed meeting organizational matters, primarily with the intent 
of developing background information and advice for future organizers. He 
reminded that the budget for such meetings is large and complex (the First 
Meeting's budget was $250-300,000), and that both a professional Conference 
Center staff and large local group of willing virologists is needed for 
success. M. Zaitlin and his colleagues were congratulated warmly for the 
grand success of their efforts. 

'7. Elections of officers: 

The Nominating Committee members were: 

W. Schlesinger - Chairman 
G. Breuning 
P. Faulkner 
K. Johnson 
J. Gillespie 
H. Revel 

The Committee made the ,following nominati6ns: 

for President: 
for President-elect: 
for Counci 1 : 

W. Joklik 
H. Ginsberg 
R. Haselkorn 
D. Horstmann 
F~ Murphy 
P. Schaffer 
M. Summers 
M. Za i tl in 

There being no additional nominations from the floor, the above nominees 
were elected by acclamation. The position of Secretary/Treasurer was left 
unfilled pending communication with candidates. (NOTE: D. Bishop was 
appointed to this position on 4 August). 

8. Bylaws: D. Horstmann and R. Haselkorn had reviewed the bylaws 'of th·e IDSA 
and had developed a draft set of bylaws which had been distributed to the 
membership. W. Joklik announced that a further review 'would be undertakeri 
by an expanded committee, and that the resulting version would be submitted . 
to the membership for approva.l - (by, postal vote). 

9. Relationship of the Society to ASM: W. Joklik reviewed discussions held with 
ASM offi cers toward poss i bl e future ti es of the Soci ety to a "federati on of 
microbiological societies. 1I The ASM Council will review its relations with 
other societies at a meeting in October or November. Sinte many members of 
the Society will maintain their membership in ASM, and because ASM will 
continue to publish several journals of interest to virologists, and because 
ASM is a most effective lobbying voice for microbiology, the development of 
a IIfederation l' ,would be supported by the Society. F. Rapp emphasized the 
importance of ASM lobbying on behalf of microbiology. P. Spier stated that 
ASM represents microbiologists in general very well, but the membership of 
our new Society is not typical of the ASH membership. E. Hsiung expressed 
concern over divis,ion of some subjects, such as diagnostic virology, between 
two meetings each year--she suggested joint meetings with ICAAC, etc. 
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10. Future Meetings: The venue of future meetings was discussed. W. Jok1ik 
outlined possibilities for university campus meetings for the next few 
yea~s--Michigan State University, Ohio State University, Ibwa State University" 
the University of Connecticut, the University of Michigan, and the University 
of Wisconsin were mentioned as likely candidate sites. Dr. Plotki 'n urged 
consideration of large city sites where movement between sessions might be 
easier--he also supported E. Hsiung's idea of joint meetings with other 
Societies. W. Jok1ik mentioned the problem with campus sites if the Society 
grows beyond 2000 or so members. H. Gi nsb.erg expressed the extra i nforma 1 i ty 
and collegiability of campus ,venues. The best time of year for future meetings 
was also discussed. Finally, W. Joklik polled the membership (by show of 
hands) on these issues--there were overwhelming IIvotes ll for campus venues and 
for Summer meetings. W. Jok1ik stated that a Meetings Program Committee would 
be appointed to implement these wishes for the membership. 

: 11. Affinity group relationships were dicussed. W. Joklik suggested that _the 
Society might evolve into a cluster of affinity groups (with Symposia 
complementing their activities atthe annual meeti,ng). P. Vogt urged that 
the specialty group sessions at the annual meeting would flourish with little 
help needed, but that the Program Committee should focus particularly on 
interdisciplinary themes--themes which cut across virus families. ' M. Oldstone 
reminded ,that such emphasis would require venues where movement between sessions 
could be managed easily. It was also stated that all possible affinity groups 
must be ;'nvited to join the Society--comment was made that phage virolog·ists 
had not been represented at this first meeting and must still be ,invited to 
join. B. Roizman offered support for P. Vogt's idea of emphasis for "cross
cutting" workshop themes as a way to avoid direct duplication of some specialty 
group meeti,ngs held elsewhere. 

12. Other Matters: 

(a) There was a request for Continuing Education credit management. W. Joklik 
responded that this would be done. 

(b) There was a suggestion for ,a newsletter. This was deferred. 

(c) There was mention of the special problem in 1987 when the International 
Congress of Virology will be held in Edmonton. It was made clear that 
there will not be competition, but that perhaps in that year the Society 
would meet in conjunction with the Congress in Edmonton. H. Ginsberg 
reminded that Canadian virologists. are most welcome in the Society. 

(d) W~ Schlesinger moved a round of applause for the organi,zing committee. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F.' A. Murphy 



Balance Sheet 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR VIROLOGY, INC. 

July 21, 1982 

- -Income: 

903 Membership Dues x $25.00 
*1 Membership Dues x $30.00 (Canadian) 

**1 Membership Dues X $75.00 (Includes $50 
Registration) 

Total Income 

-Expenses: 

*Debit for Canadian check 

Charge for checks 

Check #101 - Society for Generai 
Microbiology 
Announcement of Meeting 

Check #102- - Milton Zaitlin 
Expenses 

Check #103 - Postmaster 
Stamps 

Check #104 - W. K. Jok1ik 
Vis it Ithaca, NY, to plan 
Meet ing_ of ASV 

-**Check :#105 - American Society for _ Virology 
Check received for $75 which included 
Registration 

Check #106 - Postmaster 
Stamps 

Total Expenses 

Checking Account Balance 7/~1/82 

$22,575.00 
30.00 

75.00 

$ 9.36 

14.18 

122~7l 

50.00 

9t".50 

350.50 

50.00 

50 -.00 

$22,680.00 

738.25 

--$ 21 ,941 . 75 

Dr. W. K. Joklik 
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